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ABSTRACT

This study compares similar astrological texts from ancient Babylonia and China. It contains two major

parts:

1.

The main text of the analysis and a table of more than a hundred parallels of Venus omens in
the Babylonian cuneiform astronomical work Enuma Anu Enlil and the Chinese Wu xing zhan,
unearthed at Mawangdui. Based on this pair of accounts of omens, the study analyzes the
contents in the categories of the patterns of observation and recording, prognostic content such
as war and dynastic changes, Venus’s relationship with the constellations, as seen in the
Babylonian 36-Star system and the Chinese 28 Lodges, and Venus and Yin Yang and Five Phases,
and so on. The author proposes that some major Chinese classics of astrology, from the Warring
States to the Han dynasty, such as Wu xing zhan (Prognostics of Five Planets), Historical Records-
Celestial Officers, Hanshu-Astronomical Records, etc., are copies from the same original version,
and the source of this version must be the Babylonian Enuma Anu Enlil.

A review of Guo Moruo’s arguments and methodological issues in his “Interpreting Zhi Gan.”
This section argues against his theory about the relationship between the Babylonian zodiac

system and the “Twelve Branches/Chen” system in China.

Keywords: Babylonian Astrology, Enuma Anu Enlil, Zodiac, Chinese Astrology, Wu xing zhan,

Mawangdui, Planet Venus
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INTRODUCTION

Inspired by my study (Zhang 2020) on the Chinese and Mayan peoples’ special interest in the planet
Venus, I decided to examine as well Venus and its association with warfare in the Babylonian astrological
texts. I found extremely interesting parallels between the Babylonian and Chinese astrological texts.
This led to my discovery of a long thread of documents with several thousand astronomical
observations and astrological omens on the sun, moon, planets, and stars, written in cuneiform, all
recorded in a collection called Enuma Anu Enlil, extending from the Old Babylonian period around 1640
BCE till the end of the Neo-Assyrian time around 600 BCE. And, amazingly, there is also a series of similar
records of observations and omens in the Chinese astrological texts. The Chinese ones include
archaeological discoveries of manuscripts of the time of Warring States, Qin, and Han dynasties (fifth
century BCE — second century CE), and some major classic books dating from the same period. Planet
Venus was given a special place in both the Babylonian and Chinese observations in its association with
war and dynastic changes. There are several hundred omens concerning the planet Venus alone in the
Babylonian Enuma Anu Enlil, and I picked only about a hundred to parallel to the Chinese ones in the
1973-discovery Chinese astrological texts Tian wen shu K. 3Z+5, or Book of Astrology, with a large section
called Wu xing zhan 7122 5, or the Prognostics of the Five Planets. The two sides echo each other in
the subject matter, structure of the recording, pattern of the single omen writing, and many more details.
In the following pages, I will discuss several major categories with over a hundred parallels in a long

table (Table 1) concerning only the omens of Venus, the planet.
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PART ONE - TERMINOLOGY AND ANCIENT BOOKS






PLANET VENUS AND ITS NAMES

During the Sumerian period (ca. 29oo—2334 BCE), Venus was called Ninsianna' and pictured as a female
warrior. She very often appeared as a companion to Inanna, the Goddess of War, and sometimes
replaced Inanna as the Goddess of War herself. The two goddesses are interchangeable in many
situations. Inanna was an important goddess in Mesopotami, in charge of war and prosperity. The
typical image shows her holding a bow and arrow, wearing a quiver over her shoulder, and riding on a
lion, above her head a six-point or eight-point star representing the planet Venus. Inanna has been
called Ishtar since Akkadian times (ca. 2334—2218 BCE), always in charge of warfare and prosperity.
During this time and occasionally in the Babylonian period, Ishtar was also used directly for Venus in
cuneiform tablets. Since the Babylonian time, the most-used name for Venus is Dil-bat, meaning “the
brightest star.” It is described as a female star most of the time except for a few cases mentioning it as a
male star. In rare cases, its morning (star) and evening (star) appearances are considered respectively
female and male.” In some areas and historical periods in Mesopotamia, Venus also had different names
and was sometimes seen as a male deity. The major texts concerning Venus in this study use Dil-bat, a
substantial number of texts use Ishtar, and Venus tablet 63 uses Ninsianna exclusively.

In China, Venus had twenty or so names. The major ones include Taibai (7 [H), Dabai (X ),
Dazheng (K IE), Yinxing (F% &), Minxing (HH &), Qiming (JZHH, Morning Star), Changgeng (5%,
Evening Star), etc. None of these names appears in the oracle-bone inscriptions. During the time of the
Warring States (475—221 BCE), the names of the five major planets appeared in astrological texts, and
each was assigned to one of the Five Elements: Jin (gold or metal), Mu (wood), Shui (water), Huo (fire),
and Tu (earth). Thus, besides so many names, in the practice of Wuxing (71T Five Phases®), Venus is
also called Jinxing, or Gold (or Metal) Star. The Gold/Metal Star is considered the “Star of War,” and “is
in charge of the motion of the moon, of Broom Stars, Celestial Portents, armor and troops, waters and

drought, death and mourning ... the Way, to govern ... the good or bad fortune of lords, kings and

1 See Stevens 2016, Rochberg 2007, and Jastrow 1911.
2 See Koch-Westenholz 1995, 125-126.

3 See discussions on Wuxing/Five Phases in later sections of this study.
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ministers in office” (Wu xing zhan*). In Shiji-Tianguanshu (5210-K'E 1), a passage says that Venus “is
in charge of the military, the motion of the moon and comets.” Also in Shiji-Zhengyi (52 12-1F ), Venus
is described as a male figure: “Taibai, the essence of Metal in the West, son of the White King, high
official, with an appearance of Great General.” However, its gender changed to a female character with
the introduction of Buddhism, as illustrated in Tejaprabha Buddha and the Five Planets, a silk
manuscript of the Tang dynasty (618—907 CE) found in Dunhuang Cave 17 (now housed in the British
Museum). Interestingly, Venus, represented by a female figure, seems to appear in the Buddhist context
only, although in the novel Travel to the West (P5}i#iC.), Taibai (Venus) becomes an old man again.’ In
the manuscripts of Wu xing zhan consulted for this study, the name Dabai is used, which means “the
Great White,” in most texts. Only occasionally are its other names used. Shjji uses Taibai. In this study, I
use “Venus” most of the time, but in the Chinese translation of Enuma Anu Enlil in Table 1, I use “Taibai”

to match “Dabai” in Wu xin zhan.
ENUMA ANU ENLIL AND THE VENUS TABLETS

Enuma Anu Enlil (EAE), or “When (gods) Anu and Enlil ...” is a large collection of texts of astrology in
cuneiform writing on about seventy clay tablets found mostly in the library of Ashurbanipal, the last
king of Assyria, who ruled in 668—627 BCE in Nineveh, Iraq. As scholars in the field know well, the texts
include some written as early as the time of King Ammisaduqa of the Old Babylonian dynasties, who
ruled from 1646 to 1626 BCE. That piece of information happens to appear on a tablet concerning the
Venus omens. The entire body of the texts contains about seven thousand omens, and these are
organized according to their subjects, with titles like “the Lunar Omens,” “the Solar Omens,” “the

Planetary Omens,” and “the Weather Omens of Thunderstorms, Wind and Rain.” About 50 percent of

4 Aliteral translation would be “Divination of Five Stars.” The English translation by Cullen (2011) is the “Prognostics of Five

Planets.”

5 The Buddhist influence is beyond this study’s concern, although the topic of the gender of the planets and any foreign
influence is worth a further study. This omission does not affect the study here since this paper does not deal with time too

much after the Han dynasty.
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the texts are translated and published.® Among the planetary texts, Venus is the most prominent star in
terms of the quantity of the tablets. The most famous one of all is the Venus Tablet of Ammisaduqa, or
Tablet 63, which carries the year name of the king. Given the large number of tablets, I have focused in
this study on Venus, with other planets mentioned only when they are in close relationship with it. The
base sources for Venus in Mesopotamia are the Venus tablets translated by Erica Reiner and David

Pingree in Babylonian Planetary Omens Part I and III in 1975 and 1998.
SOME IMPORTANT ASTROLOGICAL CONCEPTS IN EAE”

Correlating Heaven and Earth

The Babylonian sky was divided into three major fields, and each was in charge of a god: Enlil for the
north band of the sky, Anu the central, and Ea the south. The states on earth were also assigned to the
fields and gods: Akkad assigned to Enlil of the north; Elam to Anu of the central; and Amurru to Ea of

the south.

Three-Star-Each (~1100 BCE)

The stars in the sky were divided and assigned to the three states on earth. Basically, one state has a star
each month in its heavenly field, and so twelve stars in the twelve months of a year. The three states,
therefore, have altogether 36 stars per year. Thus the so-called three-star-each is also called the 36-Star

system. The stars include planets, fixed star groups or constellations, and single stars (see Tables 2 and

4).

MUL.APIN (ca. 1100-700 BCE)

This is a catalogue of the stars compiled and recorded by the Babylonian astronomers in cuneiform
writing around 1000 BCE. Based on the 36-Star system, MUL.APIN had expanded to 66 stars or star
groups with names and positions around 1000 BCE, and by 700 BCE, there were about 71 stars/groups

recorded.

6 General information on Enuma Anu Enlil can be found in Wikipedia.

7 For the entries below, please consult Koch-Westenholz 1995 and Rochberg 2004.
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TIAN WEN SHU AND WU XING ZHAN

The book called here Tian wen shu ( { X315) ) (Book of the Celestial Divination) is a hoard of silk
manuscripts of astronomical and astrological observations and omens in both texts and illustrations,
discovered in 1973 in a tomb sealed in 168 BCE in Mawangdui, Shangsha, Hunan Province, China. The
texts contain about 12,000 words. Based on the contents and a traditional way of classification, the
manuscripts are divided into three major sections: “the Prognostics of the Five Planets” ( { 725 ) ),
“the prognostics of the celestial atmospheric phenomena” ( { K355 %4 5 ) ), and “the prognostics
of the sun, the moon, wind, rain, and cloud atmosphere” ( { H B XRS5 ) ). Wu xing zhan, the
Prognostics of the Five Planets, is a section with 144 lines® (omens) of about 8ooo words, which is also
divided into several chapters with a modern title. The first 74 lines are about the five planets and omens,
and the remaining 70 lines are the tables of the measurement of movements of three planets: Jupiter,
Venus, and Saturn. Altogether, the chapters are: Jupiter, Mars, Saturn, Mercury, Venus, Jupiter’s
Movement Table, Saturn’s Movement Table, and Venus’s Movement Table. In this study, the focus is
exclusively given to Venus, with the limited exception of other planets that are closely related to Venus.
In addition, several ancient sources believed to parallel Wu xing zhan are used to fill in missing parts in
the Wu xing zhan manuscripts.’

I would like to draw the reader’s attention to the “table of contents” this paper lays out for each
source, Enuma Anu Enlil and Tian Wen Shu. If someone wrote a separate book for each text, the two
books would have an identical table of contents: they have the same “chapters” of the omens or
prognostics of the moon, the sun, eclipses, the five planets and comets, and the weather conditions of

wind, rain, cloud, and thunderstorm.

8 The text lines and line-numbers are from Christopher Cullen’s English translation of Wu xing zhan (20n).

9 These sources include: “Zuo Commentary” {7:4%) , compiled around fifth—fourth centuries BCE; “Book of the Master of
Huainan” (R4 §) around13g BCE; “Records of the Historian — Book of Astronomers or Astrologists” { 5212- KB f5)

in about 9o BCE; “History of the Han Dynasty — Records of Astronomy ¥ f5-K 3 &) ” around 32-92 CE; “Erya-
Explanation of the Sky” (/R#fE-FEK) between the first century BCE and CE; and “Kaiyuan reign period divination manual”

(FFI7CHZ) before 729 CE. See Christopher Cullen 2011 and Liu Lexian 2004.



PART TWO - MAJOR PARALLELS BETWEEN
BABYLONIAN VENUS TABLETS AND CHINESE VENUS MANUSCRIPTS






Most similar omen parallels are laid out in Table 1, with a little more than a hundred omens on each
side/column. They are grouped into fourteen categories indicated by numbers and titles, most of which
are from Reiner and Pingree’s 1998 publication. Within their categories, I add some sub-subtitles in
order to present some themes more clearly. In the same line but in the China column, I use Christopher
Cullen’s (2011) summary sentence for the similar category, also with my additional subtitles in
parentheses. In this main text, I will highlight several categories and some peculiar details with limited

examples.
I. USING VENUS 8-YEAR CYCLES AS A REFERENCE TO A RULER’S REIGN

Venus Tablet 63 refers King Ammisaduqa’s years of reign (1646-1626 BCE) to Venus'’s cycle of movement,
in two complete 8-year cycles and the beginning of the third one, covering about 21 years. By the end of
the first cycle (omens 1-10), the year name “Golden Throne” of Ammisaduqa’s reign appears; although
damaged, it was reconstructed. In addition, the omens 11-20/21 record the second 8-year cycle (Reiner

and Pingree 1975, 21). I quote only the first and tenth sentences below.

BPO 1° (Venus Tablet 63):

1. In month XI, 15th day, Venus in the west disappeared 3 days in the sky it stayed
away, and in month XI, 18th day, Venus in the east became visible: springs will open,
Adad his rain, Ea his floods will bring, king to king messages of reconciliations will send.

10. In month XII, 25th day, in the east disappeared ... the year of the Golden

Throne 11 (the eighth year of King Ammisaduqa’s reign).

10 BPO: Babylonian Planetary Omens. Ref. Reiner and Pingree 1975 (BPO 1) and 1998 (BPO 3).

11 Ref. Reiner and Pingree 1975, 9 and 33.
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The Five Stars” (Wu xing zhan) manuscripts repeat in several places that the first year of the
king of the Qin state (246—210 BCE), who would become the First Emperor Qin Shihuang of the unified
state and dynasty in 221 BCE, started at the beginning of a Venus 8-year cycle. The texts explain clearly
that five appearances and disappearances of the planet make eight solar years. The texts recorded from
the first year of the king of the Qin state to the third year of the king of the Han dynasty (Wendj, 177 BCE)

for about seventy years (Liu 2004, 16).

68. [H4C BT ~ ] LI S EERURT » “HHUARARTT R
fTEHH S [YIH S - ZEHUESY AT - REASEIEATH > &
TS - At BE/ B EEE = RHETT -

[The sequence is that at High Origin| Shetige (the first of twelve year names of Jupiter),
in the first month, Venus comes out ying-gong (a Lodge/constellation), at dawn in the
east, after 224 days, goes in at dawn in the east. It moves immersed for 120 days. It comes
out in the west at dusk, and goes in in the west at dusk [after] 224 days. It is hidden for
16 days and 96 parts of a day, [and then] comes out in the east at dawn. After five
comings out, which in days make eight years, it comes out again with House in the east

at dawn.®

3L RGEFILEILH - RAHRT > [HIfTEHS - A R [HIT—
€1, N1 TEITAE OO (@)% > BT —EE /R E > S+ EmE
RH > AR N _EHNH - =RrETHE o SHIPETT -

In the first year of the First Sovereign Lord of Qin, the first month, Big White (Venus)

came out in the east, and moved 120 parts in a day. After 100 days, it increased speed,

12 I will occasionally use “the Five Stars” for Wu xing zhan in a more direct and descriptive way (and a more Chinese way).

13 took the liberty of sliightly modifiying Cullen’s English translation, to show the original Chinese order of phrases in

parallel with the Babylonian omens.

10
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and moved 1 du in a day, and after 6o days its motion further increased its speed, and
moved 1 du and 187 Y2 parts in a day, so that in 64 days it reached the sun, and went in
in the east at dawn. That is 224 days in all. It moved immersed for 120 days, and came

out at dusk in the west.

Besides referencing the cycles of Venus and a king’s reigning years in both Babylonian and
Chinese texts, there is another interesting similarity in detail as noticed by Reiner and Pingree (1975) on
the Venus Tablet 63: an omen without apodosis in Omen 10. As the reader will have seen by now, the

Chinese quotes are also only statements of the time and movement of Venus without apodosis.
II. PATTERNS OF THE OMEN WRITING

In both Babylonian and Chinese texts, there are sets of omens with only months, days, directions, and
positions of the planet, but with no apodosis or prognostics. For example, in the Babylonian texts on
the planetary Mercury, there are disappearances, duration of the invisibility, and first visibility, etc., of
Mercury, with no apodosis (Pingree and Reiner 2004/1975). The same is the case in the tables of Jupiter,
Saturn, and Venus, in Wu xing zhan. This is an interesting parallel in itself. The following are the two

types of the omens in their basic structure. The actual omens can be found in Table 1.
Typel
Bab." Venus Tablet 63:

In a month, a day, Venus disappeared in the east/west; it remains invisible for n

days, and became visible in a month, a day, in the west/east: apodosis.

Chi. Venus Movement Table:

14 From this point on, I will use “Bab.” for Babylonian and “Chi.” for Chinese.

11
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In a month, Venus appeared at dawn/dusk, in the east/west with a constellation,
(staying) for n days, in a month, it disappeared at dawn in the east/dusk with a

constellation, (no apodosis).

Type Il

Bab. Venus Omens:
If (or when) Venus ... is/appears/does/moves ... in or to a position/direction ...

prognostics

Chi. Venus Omens:
If (or when) Venus ... is/appears/does/moves ... in or to a position/direction ...

prognostics

III. METHODS OF OBSERVATION

Both Babylonians and Chinese had the same way of observing and recording Venus: its appearance and
condition, and its relationship with other heavenly bodies.

In the EAE Venus texts, Venus is observed with its appearances, disappearances, dates, positions,
directions, brightness, angle of rays, shapes, sizes, speed of motion, going over or missing its normal
positions, relationship with the sun, moon, other planets, and constellations.

In the Five Stars, Venus is also recorded with its appearances, disappearances, dates, positions,
directions, brightness, angle of rays, shapes, sizes, speed of motion, going over or missing its normal
positions, relationship with the sun, moon, other planets, and constellations, and special relationships
among the five planets according to their nature (of element) and order in Wu-xing (77T Five Phases).

Except for the last special relationship, all the others are the same as those in EAE.

Motion of Venus
For Venus itself, the crucial phenomenon is its missing the regular appearance in a certain position, or

its appearance in the wrong time and wrong position, which were taken very seriously by the astrologers.

12
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Here are some examples.

Bab. VAT 10218:

4. [If Venus (...)] is suddenly (sursurtu) high — SUR.SUR [in winter there will
great cold], in summer, heat — [...] she rises quickly and sets quickly, [...] she is bright ...,
[...] reduction of the land.

107. If Venus turns back, variant: changes, her position: [there will be] incursions

of robbers.

Bab. K.3601 rev:

35. If Venus stands in not her (own) position: attack of an enemy army, variant:
attack of hostilities will be in the land, women will give births to (their?) men, the king’s
land will revolt against him, that land will be abandoned — she stands in front of the
Field, variant: [she ...] in the path of [...]

48.If Venus by herself is perfect: there will be upheaval in the land — she isnoble,

she did not disappear, she rose and was standing all day.

Chi. Wu xin zhan:
70. R [ - REAMA » agEHEE - K] FELT > BrE ZBT -
BHHEMmMALE » apEHEN - EAMAA » K MER - 3ELLEE - g ZBIKN -

If it (Venus) comes out when it should not yet come out, or goes in when it

=l

should not yet go in, this is called 'missing its lodge. Troops will rise up in the empire,
and the corresponding country will be lost. If it does not come out when it should come
out, that is called ‘waiting to plot.’ If it does not go in when it should go in, the empire
will rest its troops, and in the fields there will be troops making peace. The

corresponding state will be greatly unfortunate.

o7. [E75, F] S AN § BE > ISR B B EN; DURE A gE AN -

When the star (Venus) is high, troops may enter deeply into the territory of
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others; when the star is low, use troops shallowly, and go back to being the host; when

raising troops one is unable to enter the territory of others.

o8 HJ7 k- FlliEse - HaEH - WAT-AA - SIS HoE
CICICEREAE —T5 > FrfeE A - DEZEEAR] -

When it (Venus) is about to go up, it is advantageous to raise troops. When its
path is delayed, the place it delays in is not advantageous. By the yang ... positioned in
one direction, then where it is positioned corresponds to advantage, but the lesser or

more empty is not advantageous.

Relationship of Venus and the Sun, Moon, Jupiter, Mars, Saturn, and Mercury
The interaction of the sun, the moon, and other planets with Venus causes important results. Both

Babylonian and Chinese texts show the activities very clearly and in the same way.

Bab. VAT 10218:

20. If Venus wears the crown of the Moon: there will be lamentation in the land,
variant: for four years the land will see justice, variant: prosper — she (Venus) is seen in
the West, Mercury stands in front (or) above her.

23. If Venus wears one (crown) of the Sun, the King’s son will kill his father and
seize the throne.

63. If the Strange Star (Mars) comes close to Venus: within 6 months, a despotic
king will die, his land will enjoy abundant prices — the Strange Star is Mars.

64. If Venus and the Great Star (Jupiter) meet: the king will die and dynasty will

change.

Bab. Sm.1354:
4. [If Venus (at her rising) the Red Star (Mars) enters into her| and does not

come out, the king’s son will enter his father’s house and [seize] the throne.
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Chi. Wu xing zhan:

0. [KEERLEE - KREFER » pEAE] JLT7 > anHfLH - 58 [P
RAFIL > BREAERTT - FEH B

When Big White (Venus) meets with the Year Star (Jupiter), with Big White in
the south and the Year Star in the north, this is called ‘female and male.’ The harvest of
grain will ripen greatly. If Big White is in the north, and the Year Star is in the southern

direction, sometimes one will have a harvest, and sometimes not.

s NEHARA (2] » S EA - A2 R BN - NAaRRE > A
B N8 ENHIE -

When Little White (Mercury) comes out at the left of Big White (Venus), or
comes out at its right, distant 3 feet from it, the army will have a small battle. If Little
White rubs against Big White, there will be a battle with several myriads of men, and

officers of the ‘host’ will die.

oo. HELEAM M - HHKHRM » BBz AHEAL - 2Rz -
When the moon goes past the star, if the moon goes out to the south of Big
White (Venus), yang states will suffer from troops; if the moon goes out to the north, yin

states will suffer from troops.

no K H BLEE (RK) 4 > &~ Kt > anEgE (#F) > A HTHLT -
When Big White (Venus) meets with Dazzling Deluder (Mars), it is Metal and

Fire. This is named ‘melting.’ Troops may not be used.

IV. SUBJECTS OF DYNASTIC CHANGE AND WARFARE

Astrology is a belief in the cause and effect relationship between the sky and the earth. The major
concerns of the Babylonians and Chinese were about crops, warfare, and state affairs. In the texts about

Venus, both Babylonian and Chinese readings emphasize warfare, turmoil of the states, and dynastic
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changes. Although on both sides the omens of the sun, the moon, the planets and the stars also have
associations with warfare and state affairs, Venus is particularly associated with war by being the War
Goddess herself in Babylonia, and in China by having been given the name “Star of War” and being seen
as in charge of war. A distinction between the two is that almost all Chinese Venus omens are about
wars, military strategies, and military campaigns, whether to defend one’s state or attack others: only a
small number mention the harvest, rain, flood, and famine. By contrast, the majority of the Babylonian
Venus omens concern wars, a king’s dynasty, a son’s killing his father, or a brother becoming hostile to
his brother, etc.— but mixed also with concern for the harvest. For example, on Venus Tablet 63, half of
the omens are about the prospering of the crops, and half about wars and state affairs. However, overall,
the majority of the omens on both sides in Table 1 concern the subjects of war and dynastic change,

even when they are under different subtitled categories. The following are only two examples.

Bab. VAT 10218:
108. If Venus changes her position: a great army of the land; variant: my army

will gather for a campaign, the dynasty will change, reign of hostilities.

Chi. Wu xing zhan:
2 EE (B2 FEEK s &KX KTFKREL > £F -
In general this Star (Venus) does not dare to cross heaven; should it cross heaven,

there will be great disorder in the empire, and one will change the king.

V. WOMEN AND STATE AFFAIRS

A number of omens under Venus and the Moon on the Babylonian Venus tablets concern pregnancy
and childbirth, as well as women’s particular role in incidents of taking over the throne, or of their
committing adultery in troubled times. In Wu xing zhan and all of Tian wen shu, very few such omens
were found, probably due to the damaged condition of parts of the manuscripts. However, some cases

found in other Chinese sources (see notes in Table 1 and Liu Lexian 2004) show similar concerns.
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Bab. VAT 10218:

g9o. If Venus does not rise at night but rises at daylight: men’s wives will commit
adultery and run after men.

g1. If Venus becomes visible at daylight: men’s wives will not stay with their
husbands but run after their men.

101. [If Venus shows herself at the beginning of the year] and disappears: people
will [...] their men, [... slaves] will mount on the bed of their masters and marry the

women who hired them.

Chi. Documents:*®
(Sid-RE®) : (RE) BLMEX - Z18FHH > 52EY - /NER -
LEE -

[If] (Venus) is visible in the mid-day throughout the sky, it is said fighting for
the brightness; the strong state becomes weak, small state becomes strong, and female
master rises.

(Fhedizg) +2&5] ORI RE) © AMIEE » E5E > HED
K HLURT -

... [If] the Moon eclipses Saturn, the queen dies, her state will be destroyed by

killing.

(FFilagE) « HMRE » HEDZELT > EAKYL - WA =5 -

. [If] the Moon eclipses Mercury, its country will be dead by women’s
troubles/revolts.

OFredige) 5l (HEEgd) - “AfTE RYPimT - REEME - 45
RS FHORSE - KERBUESR - LERAEMN - K TEL > For &
When the Moon moves too fast, in the middle when it is not supposed to be in

the middle, seen when it is not supposed to be seen, there will result in a big war with

15 Except for Shiji-Tianguanshu, which can be found at https://ctext.org/shiji/tian-guan-shu/zhs, the Chinese quotations are

from Liu 2004, 41, 167. All English translations are mine.
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rushing armies; the army will be broken and the generals will die; minister will force the
king to give up the throne; the queen will take over the power; there will be troubles

everywhere; and change of ancestral temple.

VI. CLUSTER OF DIRECTIONS, COLORS, WINDS, PLANETS, DEITIES, AND STATES

The cluster of four directions, four colors, four winds, four planets, four deities, and states, makes an
interesting parallel between Babylonia and China. As early as in the oracle-bone inscriptions (~1200
BCE), there are complete inscriptions on the four directions and four winds, plus a god in each direction.
The association with a color appears probably around 200 BCE. To many Chinese, this sort of
combination is pure Chinese, for it came with the earliest Chinese writing. Now, reading the Babylonian
inscriptions, I realize that all of the components for the cluster had already appeared in the earliest
Venus omens in Enuma Anu Enlil between 1646 BCE and 1100 BCE. In some cases in EAE, there is a fifth
element following the fourth one, very much like the Five Phases (which will be discussed later in this

paper) in China. Let us see the Babylonian examples first.

About the “Four Regions,” the third king of Akkad dynasty Naram-Sin (reigned 2254—
2218 BCE) famously claimed the title of “King of the Four Regions” for himself (Jastrow

1911, 236).

And in VAT 10218:70:

[If Venus] has taken a star at her right [side?] and Venus is large and the star is small:
the king of Elam [will become important and powerful and rule the land(s) of the four

regions, receive tributes from the kings] his [equals] — Mars stands at her right.
About other elements of the cluster:
K.148:

10. If Venus wears a black crown — [Saturn] stands in front of her.
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If Venus wears a white crown — Jupiter stands in front of her, [...] great
If Venus wears a green crown — Mars stands in front of her.
If Venus wears a red crown — Mercury stands in front of her.

If Venus wears a rainbow crown — a rainbow lies crosswise in front of her.

VAT 10218:

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

[If Venus at her appearance is red: (abundance for the people)], the harvest in the land will
succeed, the king of Akkad will experience [joy] — the east wind blows.

[If Venus at her appearance is black: Enlil] will glare angrily [at the land], in the land business
will be poor [...] — the south wind blows.

[If Venus at her appearance is white]: there will be drought in the land [...], the north wind
blows.

[If Venus at her appearance is green:...] there will be famine in Amurry, [...] — the west wind
blows.

[If Venus at her appearance is green and red]: there will be upheaval in the land, [...]

In China, the four directions and their names and the four winds and their names (deities), appear in

oracle-bone inscriptions during the late period of the Shang dynasty around 1200-1046 BCE.

East named Xi, Wind named Xie R E A H
South named Jia, Wind named Wei ~ Fg 5 H 3 X\ H )
West named Yi, Wind named Yi P87 HER X H %

North named Yuan, Wind named Yi* J1E5H (%28) XH&

16 See my discussion on this piece in Zhang 2020.
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At this early stage, there is no color, planet, or state (except maybe the names for the directions?)
involved yet. In Wu xing zhan, however, five colors, five directions, the countries in the five fields or

regions, are mentioned many times.

42. If there are red rays, the states of the south benefit from it.
If there are white rays, the states of the west benefit from it.
If there are black rays, the states of the north benefit from it.
If there are green rays, the states of the east benefit from it.

If there are yellow rays, the states of the center benefit from it.

IREE > M ZBIRZ
HTE - T 2B
B 2B
AL WAZEMZ
=L HEIFZ -

In the near-perfect match of the two sets, the use of “wind” on both sides strikes me the most.
VII. CORRELATING HEAVEN AND EARTH — FEN YE: DIVISION OF FIELDS

In Babylonia, the sky is divided into three paths, and each path belongs to a god: Enlil for the northern
sky, Anu for the middle sky, and Ea for the southern sky. Each path is also assigned to a state, the Anu to
Elam, the Enlil to Akkad, and the Ea to Amurru. The stars are as well distributed to the states — Akkad,
Amurru, Elam, and Subartu or Guti. Each state has twelve stars — one star for one state in one month,
and therefore three stars in each month, and thirty-six stars in a year (Table 2). Such correlation between
the stars, months, days, and the actual states in Enuma Anu Enlil became an official astrological
“handbook” by 1500 BCE (Jastrow 1911, 250). The examples of Venus below show only correlation
between the celestial gods/paths and states.

In China, fen ye 47 %¥, or Division of Fields, in the sky and on earth, is similar to that of the

Babylonian version, but a little more complicated. The sky is mapped with twenty-eight star groups or
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constellations in “Mansions” or “Lodges,” called 28 xiu (.-} /\fi5). The land on earth is divided into
generally five or nine Fields, and each Field has one or more states corresponding to the five planets
and the 28 Lodges in the sky. The months, days, and directions are also associated with the Fields and
states. There is an exclusive section in the Tian wen shu manuscripts for the assignments of the states to
each of the 28 Lodges (Liu Lexian 2004, 189).

Interestingly, in Wu xing zhan and the rest of Tian wen shu (by 168 BCE), the 28 Lodges were
exclusively used to indicate the positions of a planet (Jupiter, Saturn, and Venus) as a reference only in
the tables of the three planets’ motions and their assignments to the states. They were not used for
prognostics.” I suspect that the 28 Lodges was an independent and separate system that was adopted

only in later times into the Chinese systems.

Bab. K.7936:
1. If Venus rises in the path of Ea: Amurru will prosper, Elam will come to ruin.
2. If Venus rises in the path of Anu: prosperity of Elam.
6. If Venus follows for six months the path of Enlil, the gods will be reconciled
with Akkad.
7. If Venus becomes visible in the path of Ea: the king of Amurru will have no

rival.

Chi. Wu xing zhan:
us. KA DIHE HEE G > G528 -
When Great White (Venus) first comes out, observe its color on the day of the

state [in question]; when the color is beautiful, there is victory.

u6. FHEHEA R > Hiegg - = ALk HE [  PMFHEHR -

17 There is only one appearance of alodge name ying shi/gong ‘= % % /"= in the Venus omens, in which there is no prognostics.
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When it (Venus) is only not visible on the day of that state, its troops are weak.
If it is like this three times, the state can be attacked, and its general will inevitably be

captured.

VIII. 36-STARS, MUL.APIN, AND THE 28 LODGES

In Babylonian astrology, the 36-Star system and MUL.APIN were established as the basic map reference
system for the sky. These systems went through a very complicated development. The earliest system
recorded in cuneiform texts is the so-called three stars each, which assigns one star to each of the three
city-states: Akkad, Amurru, and Elam for each month and therefore 12 stars for each state for a year.
Altogether, it contains 36 stars. But there are also 11 more stars outside the 36-Star system and also
recorded in the writing of the same time with the 36 stars. As Rogers’s Table 2 (1998) shows, by 1100 BCE,
there were 47 stars recorded. Between 1100 BCE and 700 BCE, the total became 71 stars: 33 belonging to
Enlil, the northern sky, 23 to Anu in the middle of the sky (equatorial), and 15 to Ea, the southern sky.

The Chinese star system of the 28 Lodges may well be much older, but the first written record
with all of the 28 names appeared shortly before 433 BCE. That earliest complete record was found
written on a wooden box in a tomb™ sealed by 433 BCE. It provides the 28 names of the Lodges, and the
number (28) of the Lodges has never changed since then. During the time of Wu xing zhan, by 168 BCE,
these Lodges were associated with other things, such as the four directions, four seasons, five colors, five
elements with five planets, five fields/regions of states, and ten and twelve Gan Zhi (-57) names. As
in Babylonian astrology, the Chinese Lodges are also basic references for the movements and positions
of the sun, the moon, and the planets. Modern scholars have tried to trace the origin of the 28 Lodges,
noticing that the Indian constellation system also contains 27 or 28 asterisms, a discussion I will leave
for future studies. Beside the possibility of an Indian source, there are some interesting parallels already
noted between the Babylonian and Chinese star systems.

It came to my attention that more than a few of the star names on both sides share the same
meaning. Based on these meanings, I classified the star names into several types in Table 3: agricultural,

body parts (animal?), animals, house-building terms, and others. It turns out that several agricultural

18 The tomb of Zeng Hou Yi % {5 £, who lived ca. 475-433 BCE, was discovered in Hubei Province in 1978.
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names find counterparts in both sides, and many of the Chinese names of body parts and house parts
find their counterparts in a very special Babylonian divination text called Barutu, to which I devote an
individual section below. For the other star names, in the Babylonian Venus texts alone, about fifteen or
sixteen star names appear constantly, and about ten of these can find parallels in the Chinese 28 Lodges.

Here are a few of the parallels (more in Table 3):

Bab. Chi.

The plow The plow 2

Crowd, or hired farm laborers Harvester, or crowd gathering ¢
Scales Dipper (measuring tool) 3}
Wagon, yoke Axletree, cart ¥2 /45
Archer, bow, arrow Bow or draw a bow 5t
Furrow Well H-

Bull Bull 4~

Woman Woman %

Star of Stars Stars &

Great One Great One K—

In this group of stars, the Plow is unique. It appears in the earliest Babylonian 36-Star system, and in Wu
xing zhan, and only in Wu xing zhan, twice.” Although it is not a name in the 28 Lodges, it is obviously

related to agriculture. The following are examples of the Plow.

Bab. VAT 10218:
124. If Venus scintillates and turns? toward the Yoke (and) those who look see

(it?), observers observe (it?): the land will be dispersed, the dynasty will change, women

19 The Plow is not found in other Chinese classics. Liu Lexian (Xl /& % 2004:71) assumed that it might be a variant name for

a planet.
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will fall by means of weapons, or will kill men by means of weapons, dogs will become
rabid and bite people.

125. If Venus scintillates and stands toward the Yoke: the king’s son will kill his
father and seize the throne.

K.35:24. If Venus comes to the Plow: there will be defeat — she comes close to

Mars.

Chi. Wu xing zhan:

88.C5RH, ATLAE (M) & > T A& FE2AE =% B - HRE
AL LDOUOOOEME LU0 - B2 - R > K2l T
BN

When armies have been deployed, to know whether guest or host will win: if
the guest’s star is white and brilliant, or yellow and brilliant, the guest will win. If blue
and black are mixed, the guest is what is called ... called the Plowing Star .... The Year
Star (Jupiter), and the Garrison Star (Saturn): if their color is like the guest’s star, the
host will win.

89. KH ~ B () ~ BREIARIMA - RN, F5 A4 5] > PR
EAN EAR-

If Great White (Venus), Dazzling Deluder (Mars) or the Plowing Star are red
with horns, it is advantageous to attack others, and the guest will win. If the guest does

not win, it is because it is acting as the host, and the host will win.

IX. BARUTU AND NAMES OF THE 28 LODGES

Akkadian writings on them (e.g., twelve models found in Mari, Syria, dated 1900-1600 BCE).

24

Barutu, the “art of the diviner,” is a collection of cuneiform texts of extispicy, a divination based on

reading the animal intestine (mostly the liver and lung), including some clay models of the liver with

Barutu texts, the terminology of body parts is common. According to a few major studies (e.g., Jastrow

1911; Jeyes 1978, 1991-92; and Koch-Westenholz 2000), the commonly used terms include: the liver,
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fetlocks or thighs, intestines, presence or stations, path, pouch, gall bladder, lung, kidney, and so forth.
On the liver, the different sections are also given terms like: head, feet, tip, rear, tail, finger, top, middle,
base, goat’s horn, teeth of a saw, ridge, gate, palace, doorjamb, weapon, yoke, shepherd, secret place, etc.

To see how the terms were used in the omens, I have quoted a few here:

If the finger™ is shaped like a lion’s head, the servants of the ruler will oppose him.
alion’s ear ...
an ox’s tongue ...
a sheep’s head ...
If half of the finger is shaped like a goat’s horn ...
a dog’s tongue ...

a serpent’s head ... (Jastrow 1911, 84-185)

Some of the terms are obviously shared by the diviners in both extispicy and astrology. For example, the
Yoke, the Shepherd, the Secret Place, Kidney, the Finger, and the Weapons, are also the major star names
in the 36-Star system and Enuma Anu Enlil.

Amazingly, these peculiar Babylonian terms match some of the Chinese 28-Lodge names, which
for centuries puzzled Chinese because they do not look organized in a logical way, and they do not make
sense. Now they start to make a lot more sense.

Out of 28 Lodges, nine are body parts, and seven of the nine match the Babylonian astrology
and extispicy terms; seven are architectural (house) parts, which all match the Babylonian extispicy

terms. Readers should refer to a complete list in Table 3. Here I will name only a few.

Bab. Chi.
Kidney Stomach &
KI.GUB (part of a liver) Heart /[

20 The finger here is part of a liver.
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Bab. Chi.

Thigh Straddle Z5
Base Base (X
Palace Gate House &
Doorjambs Wall E#

I have no knowledge of any Chinese extispicy practice recorded anywhere except for the turtle-
shell burning; but it is a very different system that I cannot include here. Did the Chinese imagine some
bodies resembling organs in the sky and therefore use the names of body parts for them? Or did they
simply borrow the whole set from the Babylonians extispicy texts? A strange contrary fact coexists: there
is almost no animal, except for a single Bull, in the Chinese 28 Lodges, whereas in the Babylonian 36-
stars and MUL.APIN there are more than twenty animals!

Also quite interesting are the building terms. It actually makes sense for the Chinese to use
building terminology, for the stars are indeed placed in the Mansions or Lodges. So the names such as
Palace Gate, Doorjambs, the Ridge, the Top, Middle, Base, etc., do parallel very well with the Chinese
names House, Rooftop, Base of a house, Barren foundations, and Wall (Table 3). But, why do not all the
lodge names use architectural terms in the 28 Lodges?

The peculiar extispicy practices in Babylonia, and the weird names of body parts and house

parts for stars in China—their match is just too unlikely to be coincidental.
X. YIN YANG AND WU XING

The Wu xing zhan is full of yin yang [HIH and wu xing 7117, the two unique Chinese theories and
methods of interpreting the astronomical phenomena and astrology. Planets, days, months, and states
are designated yin or yang, so there are yin days and yang days (3 H ° fHH), yin states and yang states
(FAE, FHE]), etc. The five elements, i.e., metal, wood, water, fire, and earth, together with directions,
colors, etc., are also assigned to planets and states, etc., to establish an interactive relationship. The
power of the systems is the inclusion of the dynamics of the two imagined opposite forces (yin and yang)

and the interactive natural elements, which provides “reasoning” methods to believers. Once a
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phenomenon or a thing or an object is given a “gender” and fixed with an element, one can see why and
how a state wins and another loses, and why there is flood or drought, etc. The two systems became
standard and dominant in China during the Han dynasty.

In Babylonian astrology, no such systematic methodology developed. However, almost all of the

important natural elements appear in Enuma Anu Enlil.

Yin Yang
In general, the Chinese yin and yang are interpreted as female and male, and shaded and sunny. If one
thinks in this simple way, one sees “male” and “female” used in a similar way in the Babylonian cases.
In Wu xing zhan, Venus and Mars each has a yin side and a yang side, and each side produces a
different prognostic result, as described in lines 74 and 113 below. In line 75, when Venus disappears in
the east for 120 days, 60 days belong to yang, and 6o belong to yin, and when it disappears in the west
for 20 days, 10 are yin, and 10 are yang. In line 118, states are also assigned yin and yang.
In EAE, Venus and Mercury each is also considered either male or female when appearing in a

different direction, as described in K.3601 rev. 31, 32 and K.2346:57.

Chi. Wu xing zhan:

7 A/NERRKAZIZ YA - i () Abzdtd - ZRER, =THUA - A
/NI e MRS, » DUSF [BAA] > Béf% (16%) 4 - 2R > AR > PUSFRAIA
sn e - AEHIR > [fEH] 7Y - WUSFRAA > 365 () # -

If there are small stars visible on the yin [side] of Great White, within four
inches [of it], then there are those who are making secret agreements amongst the
feudal lords. If they are visible on its yang [side], within three inches of it, there will be
a small number of troops. If there are two visible together, within four inches, the feudal
lords will have a meeting. If [one] is to the south of it and [one] is to the north of it,
within four inches, the feudal lords will [make a] vertical alliance. If [one] is to the east
of it and [one] is to the west of it, within four inches, the feudal lords will [make a]

horizontal alliance.
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75 KHBART  ZTEtH > HATHER > HANHHRE - iz [
Al > B - HAGTRTH > ARl - EA R - 55 BIA] - 8 -
When Great White goes in at dawn in the east, and moves immersed for 120 days,
60 days of it are yang, and 60 days of it are yin. When it comes out of yin, it is favorable
for the yin [state] to attack, and it will win in battle. When it goes in in the west and is
hidden for 20 days, a decade of it is yin and a decade of it is yang. When it comes out of

yang, it is favorable for the yang [state] to attack, and it will win in battle.

ug. BB () [ERH > HE G B 0 H (] HHER - Ao WEE
A (R Z8R) » [EH]1T > REERZ > [BEER] R -

When Dazzling Deluder goes with Big White, the army will be distressed. If it
leaves it, the army will retreat; if it goes out on the yin [side], there will be division of
the army; if it goes out on the yang [side], there will be a battle with the assistant general.

If in its motion Big White reaches it, the army will be smashed and the general killed.

u8. FHAMA » LEAHA - EHEHT/N > BUNZ [HAF] - [EH] Hif
b5 > UHFZZ BA] - EHEHIMRE - DA - BRI RSE - tha e
NEIRREE - ERERS o 5L

If it becomes big on the day [corresponding to a given state], then the day on
which it becomes big is advantageous [for that state]; if it becomes small on the day
[corresponding to a given state], then the day on which it becomes small is
disadvantageous [for that state]. If it is a yang [period] on the day [corresponding to a
given state], then the yang days are advantageous [for that state]. If it is a yin [period]
on the day [corresponding to a given state], then the yin days are disadvantageous [for
that state]. The first decade [of a month] is for yang states, the middle decade is for
central states, and the last decade is for yin states. Examine the yin and yang, and divine

for the troops of that state.
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Bab. K.3601 rev.
31. Venus appears (KUR) in the East and is female.

32. Venus appears (IGI) in the West and is male.

K.2346:57. In the East Venus the Bow star ... in heaven and earth — the Red star (Mars)
Makru, Mercury (is) male or female, in the East, Venus or Mercury or Jupiter is very

bright.

For the two Babylonian cases here, Reiner and Pingree (1998:20) assert that the meaning of the “gender”

was not clear. However, a Chinese could understand it better using the concept of yang and yin.

Wu Xing

Wu xing F1.1T, or Five Phases, is an explanation system for phenomena in the sky, on the earth, in a
human body, and for many more things. It includes five elements of everything, such as directions,
colors, days, months, stars, states, and deities, etc.. The most important part of the five-phase theory is
the inclusion of the five natural elements: gold (metal), wood, water, fire, and earth (& /K7K K £-). The
five elements have the relationships of generating and overcoming one another (£ 4 5¢). For
example, water generates wood, wood generates fire, metal overcomes earth, and fire overcomes metal,
etc. Once the planets are assigned to these five elements, the relationship of the planets follows that of
the elements. The planets are assigned as: Gold or Metal Star for Venus, Wood Star for Jupiter, Water Star
for Mercury, Fire Star for Mars, and Earth Star for Saturn. This interpretation system was completed
during the Han dynasty (206 BCE—221 CE), and was already applied in Wu xing zhan and many other
Chinese classics.

Although the Babylonians did not seem to develop a system like the Five Phases, some basic
components were already there for such a system. In the section discussing the “four directions, colors,
winds, gods, etc.” I lay out some parallels, in which there is often a fifth sentence with a fifth component,
for instance, a combination of green and red or “rainbow” for a fifth color. These clusters of correlated
components in the omens make them perfect prototypes of the Five Phases, especially when a cluster

includes the Five Stars (planets).
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In the following examples, the Chinese line 95 and Babylonian VAT 10218:3, 14, 15, 16, 17 share
the Venus five colors and states, and their correlated results. The Chinese case also includes shapes of
the planet, while the Babylonian one does not. The Babylonian case includes the directions, which is
more popular in many Chinese cases, but is not included in this one (94). The Babylonian K.148:10, 11,
12,13, 14, seem to show a designation of colors to planets.

What is missing in the Babylonian omens is the natural element that causes dynamics. And it is
clearly presented in Wu xing zhan (lines 108-111). Readers can tell that the inclusion of five elements

makes the Five Phase a very powerful interpretation tool, which provides its own reasoning logic.

Chin. Wu xing zhan:
o4 NEHTLE - HEMmE (B i FimA (E) A~ &X > &
() 2 () 8 () - FRma (B) RiFAF: ama (ED AltEtee
ga o LR CiEm) ) OO0 (=) msfiz 5 Singil]
iz > FRIMAAREEGL - BTAREER - AR > IAHE - Ak
(EJ- Fifm (ARl OO0 -
In general, when observing the five colors™:
If yellow and round, then excess;
If blue and round then sorrow, and misfortune and disaster hurrying on.
Red and round, then the center is not peaceful;
White and round, then you will hear of blessing and reward.
Black and round then ...
Yellow and horned [sc. ‘with rays emanating from it’], then struggle for territory;
Blue and horned, then the country will be afraid;
Red and horned, then our cities are encroached on;

White and horned, then one obtains the population.

21 Here the colors refer to Venus.
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Four horns: have success; five horns: take over the state; seven horns: attack the
king.
Black and horned, then ...

108, FEAL * HEALL » BE% 4 - SIURMTE () » SURMEHIL >
TN -

Watch when they encroach on each other: the Xiang [Star] is Wood, and the Yin
[Star] is Metal. Metal and Wood attack each other, so when Xiang and Yin encroach on

each other, the empire will encounter troops.

109. [BR] Bt #h (8] o (248 - BULE) AN o (B LHEC BELA
o BRBEEG - Kb p -

Yin (Venus) is Metal, so when Yin meets with the ... Star, in raising troops or
beginning affairs there will be a great defeat. ... in spring it will be [day] jiawu, in summer

it will be bingwu, in autumn it will be gengwu, and in winter it will be renwu.

no. KHEVEE (S2RK) > &~ K > sy H%E (#F) > Aaf Ak -
When Big White meets with Dazzling Deluder, it is Metal and Fire. This is

named ‘melting.’ Troops may not be used.

. 2B (SERK) BIR R - K K[ s EHE > AR IR ] 555 KN -
If Dazzling Deluder meets with the Chronogram Star, it is Water and Fire. This

is named ‘quenching.’ One cannot use troops or begin affairs; there will be great defeat.

Bab. VAT 10218:
13. [If Venus at her appearance is red: (abundance for the people)], the harvest
in the land will succeed, the king of Akkad will experience [joy] — the east wind blows.
14. [If Venus at her appearance is black: Enlil] will glare angrily [at the land], in

the land business will be poor [...] — the south wind blows.
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15. [If Venus at her appearance is white]: there will be drought in the land [...],
the north wind blows.

16. [If Venus at her appearance is green:...| there will be famine in Amurruy, [...]
— the west wind blows.

17. [If Venus at her appearance is green and red|: there will be upheaval in the

land, [...]

Bab. K.148:
10. If Venus wears a black crown — [Saturn] stands in front of her.
11. If Venus wears a white crown — Jupiter stands in front of her, [...] great
12. If Venus wears a green crown — Mars stands in front of her.
13. If Venus wears a red crown — Mercury stands in front of her.

14. If Venus wears a rainbow crown — a rainbow lies crosswise in front of her.

In addition to the above parallels, Chinese have the original names for the planets besides their assigned
names to the elements. Interestingly, I see again parallels between these names on both the Babylonian
and Chinese sides, affecting not one or two but all five planet names. Two are similar in both sound and
meaning; three are similar in meaning only.” Considering many other similarities, the planet names

should not be ignored.

Venus
e [ts common Babylonian name: dil-bat; meaning “the brightest.”

e The Chinese common name: da-bai or tai-bai ( KK ) ; “big or great white.”

Jupiter
e Babylonian: shulpaea, “Lord of bright rising.”
o Chinese: sui xing, xiang xing, taisui (% 2. > fHE > K%/) > “suistar or star of year, xiang star

or Minister star, great sui or great lord of year”

22 For the Babylonian planet names, consult Koch-Westenholz 1995. For the Chinese planet names, see Liu Lexian 2004, 197.
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Saturn
e Babylonian:.sag.ush, Akkadian: kajamanu, “the steady.”

e Chinese: zhen xing or tian xing (fH £ B(IH /£ ), “star of stabilizing, pressing, steady, garrison.”

¢ Babylonian: salbatanu, “the incalculable;” ahu, “strange;” sa,, “red.”

o Chinese: ying huo (7% ¥X), “twinkling/dazzling light and confusing, strange” or “Dazzling

Deluder;”* chi xing (7R /2.), “red star.”

Mercury
e Babylonian: shihtu, “the jumping one.” It “was above all a harbinger of rain and flood ...”**
e Chinese: chen xing (JZ£), “star of shaking, vibrating”* This planet is also named Water Star in

the Five Phases in charge of water, which coincides with Babylonian “harbinger of rain and

flood”
XI. GAN ZHI, TWELVE CHEN AND CI, JUPITER YEAR, AND ZODIACS

The Chinese sexagenary day/year counting system called Gan Zhi*® 57 appears in Wu xin zhan - Venus
only twice in lines 109 and 128; obviously it is a reference not commonly used in Wu xing zhan. However,
the single series of the 12 zAi of the Gan Zhi was used as 12 chen | | more often in the astrological
texts. In the Venus entry in Wu xing zhan, there is a chunk of eight sentences (lines 119-124) that uses
the chen as reference. There has been uncertainty about the meaning of the chen since its beginning in
the Han dynasty. In the 1930s (reprinted in 1952 and 1982), Chinese scholar Guo Moruo published a
major study explaining the Gan Zhi system, in which he claimed that the series of twelve had to come

from the Babylonian zodiac. His theory has influenced two generations of students in the fields of

23 Cullen 201 translation for Mars.
24 Koch-Westenholz 1995, 27—28.

26 The collective names of gan and zhi started to appear in the Eastern Han time (Guo Moruo 1982/1952:155). For more

discussion on the system, see Zhang 2020.
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oracle-bone inscriptions and astrology, but no thorough review of his study has been conducted. Since
the 12 chen cannot be avoided in my study, I had to reexamine some of his cases — and I found several
major unacceptable mistakes. The analysis of his study is in the next section. Here I will dedicate my
discussion to the chen series and other related series in both Babylonia and China.

To me, it is not surprising that Guo Moruo made a connection between the Chinese twelve
zhi/chen and the Babylonian twelve zodiacs in the first place, because they both happen to use “twelve”
to group a unit. Through my examination, I found five groups of twelve in the Babylonian astrology texts
(Table 4A), and five or six groups of twelve in the Chinese astrology texts (Table 4B). The Babylonian
ones are easy and simple, as follows— group one: twelve months with names in the lunisolar calendar;
the other three groups: twelve stars in each of the three heavenly area and three states (three-star-each
or 36-stars); and the last group the entities in the zodiacs. The Chinese ones are: one is also of the twelve

months with names; one is of the Jupiter years named sui %/ ; one is of the ci Z{; and one is of the chen.

The Twelve Months
The Babylonian lunisolar calendar has a name for each of the twelve months, and the name is normally
descriptive, such as “the month of the beginning, blossoming, muddy;, etc.”

In oracle-bone inscriptions since about 1200 BCE, the Chinese lunisolar calendar had months
named by their sequential numbers: month one, two, three, etc., a system still in use today. However,
during the Warring States time (475—221 BCE), as the Chu silk manuscript” indicates, there appeared a
separate set of month names. Each name is a single word but has no clear meaning. The names are
generally considered to be those of the deities of the months. The series did not become widespread
but seemed to remain in astrological use only. Guo Moruo thought these month (god) names derived
from Babylonian month names and had been simplified to one character in Chinese by the Han dynasty
(Guo 1982/1952, 303). However, I do not see parallels between the two, a difficulty to be considered even

before turning to the problems in Guo’s methodology, discussed in the final section.

Jupiter Year Sui

The Babylonian astronomical calendar did not have a Jupiter year.

27 See more in Zhang 2020, 12.
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The Chinese Jupiter year sui is based on the planet’s movement cycle of twelve years. It was used
as a calendar called the Calendar of the Great Sui as early as in the Warring States time, around 500 BCE.
Each sui year has a name. The twelve names must have sounded foreign, and therefore were written
with an irregular number of characters, some with two, some with three. What’s more, none of the
names make sense to a Chinese. These features caused much speculation among modern scholars, and
Guo Moruo tried to provide an explanation. He attempted to connect these names to the sounds and

writing of the Babylonian star names in cuneiform, which has, however, proved to be unworkable.

The Twelve Ci
Related to the Jupiter year, there is a series of names for Jupiter’s twelve stations, called collectively ci.
This set of names is for Jupiter’s positions is in order from west to east, following the same direction as
Jupiter’'s movement. The ¢/ names are regular in form, with two characters each, and they carry
comprehensible meanings. For example, the term chun wei ¥5 means Quail Tail, da Auo XK means
Big Fire, and shou xing 75 /&, Star of Longevity. Some of these names clearly indicate stars or star groups.
In one case, the terms chun huo 5K, Quail Fire, and Xi Mu /77K, were used in 500—400 BCE to refer
to the first king of the Zhou dynasty, who defeated the Shang dynasty and established the Zhou dynasty
in the year 1046 BCE.”®

Since ci refers directly to the stars, I see some similarity to the Babylonian Three-Star-Each or
36-star system, which has twelve stars for each of the three states. The major difference though is that

the ci is for a Jupiter station, and the 36-Star system is based on the moon (months).

The Twelve Chen

The set of 12 chen also represents, it is assumed, the 12 positions of Jupiter, or Lord of Sui, but ordered
in the opposite direction, i.e., from the east to the west. Since there seemed to be no good explanation
for why it was needed and why it borrowed the names from the z/i, Guo Moruo explained that it had to
come from elsewhere, i.e., the Babylonian zodiac. The problem is that, whereas the Babylonian zodiac

is a system of constellations, there is no indication in the Chinese texts that chen refers directly to any

28 ([HFE) (ZEEE)%(’ ca.5oo—4ooBCE)iﬂﬁ%‘r\ﬂ‘l‘lﬁ%iﬁ: “EREwHE [ca.1046 BCE], B K, AEXREN, H
TEMTARZ B, RIE, BIER
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star or star groups, except that it is assigned to the 28 Lodges, like all the other series. The chen is more
like an abstract system on an astrolabe,” used to indicate presumed positions, rather than actual star

positions in the sky.

The Zodiac

The Babylonians had the zodiac, a system of twelve constellations represented with images of animals,
objects, and deities. It was developed from the 36-Star system but was not completed to its standard
form until 600—500 BCE. It appeared together with the horoscope, a kind of diagram of signs, including
those of the sun, moon, planets, and constellations.*” The zodiac system was used almost exclusively for
personal divination, in contrast to EAE, which was used mostly for state and dynastic affairs. In this
practice, a person’s birth moment is crucial. The zodiac was adopted by several later civilizations,
including those of the Greeks, Hellenistic Egyptians, Persians, Indians, Arabs, and many others.

The Chinese do not seem to have an equivalent system until very late in history, except for the
so-called Chinese zodiac of twelve animals. The Chinese twelve animals appeared during the late Zhou
dynasty. They are rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon/worm®, snake, horse, ram, monkey/stone, rooster, dog,
and pig. Comparing the two, we see that only ox, ram, and maybe tiger for lion, or horse for centaur,
might match the Babylonian zodiacs. Dog and pig can be found in the 36-stars, but not in the zodiac.
The Chinese twelve animals do not refer to stars or constellations. They are assigned to the twelve zhi
in the Gan Zhi system, but are not mentioned at all in Wu xing zhan.

Thus, several groups of twelve are found to exist in both Babylonian and Chinese systems. I

wondered why they all used “twelve” for grouping a unit repeatedly. All such Babylonian groups seem

29 There are several astrolabes of the late Warring States period and the Han dynasty, discovered in Gansu, Hunan, and
Hubei provinces in China. It would certainly be worthwhile to compare them to the late Babylonian Horoscope, which is

also more like an abstract diagram than an actual celestial observation.
30 Ref. Sachs 1952, Rochberg 1998.

31 The alternative words for dragon, “worm,” and monkey, “stone,” appeared in the earliest documents that included the
twelve animals, i.e., the bamboo slip inscriptions found in Tianshui Fangmatan (K 7K/ ). Consult Cheng Shaoxuan

(F2/DHT) 2012, 292-293.
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to have been based on the twelve months of a lunisolar calendar, including the zodiac.** This explains
the use of “twelve” quite well, but the Chinese “twelve” has a similar reason only for the months and the
Jupiter years and stations, but not for the chen. During the time it took for the chen to be adopted into
astrology in the Eastern Han period (25—220 CE), there was enough time for the Babylonian zodiac to
have spread to China. So it is reasonable to consider the possibility that the zodiac spread to China
during or even before the Han dynasty. The Babylonian zodiac could be the inspiration for the twelve
chen and the twelve animals. It is also reasonable to think that the Chinese used an old numbering
system, zhi, for the new concept of zodiac as chen. However, there does not to be suffient evidence to
support such speculation. So far, a clear and definite introduction of the Babylonian zodiac into China
is found only in some Buddhist texts of the sixth-seventh centuries CE and murals in Turfan and

Dunhuang of the seventh-ninth centuries.

32 Rogers 1998 (24—28) suggested that the zodiac had a connection with the agricultural calendar.
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In his Interpreting Zhi Gan,*®* Guo Moruo attempted to trace the origin of each single word of the twenty-
two words in the Chinese sexagenary calendrical system that is fully presented in the oracle-bone
inscriptions (ca. 1200 BCE). The system of Gan Zhi is a device that is composed of two numerical series:
one is from one to ten, and the other is from one to twelve, written in characters. Altogether, there are
twenty-two characters.** Guo decided that the ten-day series words derived from observation of the
nature (such as human fingers), not from any foreign land, but thought that the twelve-day series came
from the Babylonian twelve zodiacal symbols . The collective names for the two series, i.e., Gan and Zhi,
did not appear until the Han dynasty, almost one thousand years after the completion of the two series
in the oracle-bones. The ten-day series was called Gan |-, meaning stem, and the twelve-day series was
called Zhi =7, meaning branch. During the Han dynasty, the twelve-word series was given a different
name, chen [Z distinct from the Gan Zhi system. Since the same twelve words were used, Guo
considered the zAi and chen to be interchangeable. His study traced the origin of the twelve words back
to the oracle-bone inscriptions. Through his comparison of the oracle-bone characters and the
Babylonian zodiac signs, i.e., of the “symbols” and sounds, Guo concluded that the Chinese twelve zhAi
or chen words were derived from the Babylonian twelve zodiac signs.

The following paragraphs provide a reexamination of Guo’s methods. My analysis and

conclusion do not support his theory. The Chinese z4i or chen did not come from the Babylonian zodiac.
PROBLEM ONE: WRONG TIME

There is sufficient evidence and scholarship on Babylonian astrology to demonstrate that the
Babylonian complex constellation systems, with first 36, then 71, and then more stars, would not be
reduced and standardized to the 12 zodiac signs until about 600 BCE (Rogers 1998, van der Waerden

1949). The 12 zAi in the Chinese Gan Zhi had already been completed around 1200 BCE in the oracle-

33 Guo 1982:155—342.

34 Ref. Zhang 2020.

41



SINO-PLATONIC PAPERS NO. 319

bone inscriptions. The time of the two incidences does not match. Although several zodiac
constellations did appear in the earliest 36-Star and later MUL.APIN, some were not added into the
system until around 600 BCE. There is no way that the Shang oracle-bone inscriptions could have

borrowed the Babylonian star names and their writings about them.
PROBLEM TwO: WRONG SYMBOL SIGNS

In his comparison, Guo used modern symbols for the zodiac when comparing their appearances and
configurations. The following two examples are the closest among his few parallels.

o Jf- 8 (mao — Leo)

o H. ¥ ( shen — Pisces )

The left column words are from the zhi/chen, and in the right column are the symbols for the zodiacs in
use since the sixteenth century in Europe. Guo did not realize that what he called “Greek” symbols,
which he employed to compare with the Chinese characters, were modern signs.

To be sure that these zodiac symbols are in fact modern, I traced them as far back as possible.
The earliest records of using images for stars or constellations in Mesopotamia are those found in the
cuneiform tablets and kudurru, or boundary stones, around 1500-1100 BCE. There, images of deities,
human figures, animals, and fantastic creatures are used to represent the stars, and the number of them
could be from a few to more than twenty. Some of these images would appear in future signs of the
zodiac. The best extant record of the zodiac is the famous mural found in Dendera, Egypt, carved and
painted on a temple wall during Hellenistic times in the first century BCE. The picture shows the images
of the Babylonian zodiac signs mixed with more Egyptian-style deities. A few of them can be identified
as the Archer, Bull, and Lion, etc., but many look just like Egyptian deities. In either case, all the images
in the mural are representational, not abstract or symbolic. The next important record is the
astronomical notes written by Claudius Ptolemy (c. 100-170 CE), the Greco-Roman mathematician and
astronomer. Ptolemy recorded more than one thousand stars, with illustrated models (which
unfortunately do not survive). However, a significant Roman marble statue of his time did. It is the well-
known Farnese Atlas in the Naples National Archaeology Museum, which shows Atlas, a Titan, holding

a huge celestial globe on his back. The globe has reliefs of 42 of the 48 constellations in representational
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image, including those represented in the zodiac. Ptolemy’s works greatly influenced the Byzantine and
Islamic worlds. The surviving mosaics and manuscripts all still show representational images, not
abstract symbols. Not until the sixteenth century did some printed books on Ptolemy’s studies start to
use occasional simplified signs, such as a circle with a dot in the middle for the sun, and a crescent for
the moon, etc.

Guo’s mistaken use of modern symbols to compare with the oracle-bone inscriptions may be
forgiven, for he was limited by his access to research sources, but such a mistake should not be

perpetuated.
PROBLEM THREE: CONFUSION OF THE NAMES IN DIFFERENT LANGUAGES AND CATEGORIES

Guo also compared the sounds of the names of the twelve zhi/chen with words in some foreign
languages (Guo 1982, 243—244, 253—254). While I will leave the linguistic specifics to the experts, here I
would like to point out Guo’s methodological errors.

Scholars in the field of cuneiforms established a system called Sumerogram to identify signs
used in cuneiform writings that could represent several different languages, e.g., Sumerian, Akkadian,
Babylonian, Assyrian, Elamite, and even Persian. These Sumerograms can sometimes indicate
pronunciations, but in many cases, they function like ideograms and logograms, representing the
meaning (which may or may not be the same meaning) in the different languages.

In Guo’s study, he seemed to have ignored such variable usage. And worse, he also confused the
names used in different categories; for example, he used the name of a single star or constellation to
compare with a name of a calendar year or month. I will analyze his favorite case in tracing the sound
of a name in the twelve Jupiter years: she ti ge {ZFE%.

She ti ge is one of the twelve year names of the Chinese Jupiter calendar K%' or X [HJ77. It is
not the name of a star, nor of a constellation, nor of a position. It has been long noticed that the twelve
names of the Jupiter calendar are not in a typical Chinese unison, i.e., some names consist of two
characters and some of three: none of these makes semantic sense to a Chinese. Because of these
discrepancies, scholars have suspected that the words are of foreign origin. Guo Moruo did an extensive
comparison between these Jupiter year names and the Babylonian star names, although very few appear

in the zodiac.
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In general, she ti ge is associated with the third word yin 5 in the twelve chen, and one of the
28 lodges, Jiao (or Horn Lodge), which contains the star Arcturus (modern name) in one of the charts
of the correlations of heaven and earth, day, month, year, and 28 Lodges (see Table 4). Guo started
looking for the name for Arcturus in Babylonian, Greek, and Indian languages.

The Chinese name for Arcturus is da jiao X FH, or Big Horn. It is the brightest star within the
constellation jiao xiu 475, or Jiao/Horn Lodge (which also includes Spica). However, Guo did not use
the name sound of jiao (horn) or da jiao (big horn).

The Indian (Sanskrit) name for Arcturus in its 27/28 Nakshatras (lunar mansions or
constellations) is svati or swati.

The Greek name for Arcturus is Arcturus, or Arctos. Guo did not mention Arcturus at all, but
used Spica instead for his comparison.

Somehow, Guo thought the svati matched the Greek star name Spica. Together, svati and spica
made the word ste ti ge in Chinese.

Guo also traced svati to the Babylonian name for Arcturus — SU.PA.

SU.PA (or SHU.PA = shundun = Yoke = Arcturus or Bootes)* appears in both the 36-Star system
and MUL.APIN. It is associated with the god Enlil and the state Akkad. Since SU.PA represents Arcturus,
as might svati, we could suppose, as Guo did, that SU.PA had been pronounced as “shupa” in Sumerian,
Akkadian, and Babylonian, and that it passed onto Sanskrit as svati.

Therefore, Guo concluded that she ti ge was Svati, Spica, and SU.PA.
THE SUB-PROBLEMS

1. Spica and Svati are not the same star. The combination of the two star names for a Chinese one
is random.

2. Svati or SU.PA or Spica is the name of a star, but she ti ge is the name of a Jupiter year.

3. There are at least two Chinese charts of “correlation,” which show different associations. For
example, she ti ge is associated with the lodges of dou =} and niu 4 (within Sagittarius/Archer

and Capricornus/Goat including Arcturus) in one chart (Guo’s choice), but with the lodges of

35 Rogers 1998, table 2.
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shi 7 and bi B¥ in Pegasus (without Arcturus) in another.* The result can be very wrong if one
is using a different chart.

4. Above all other errors, note that SU.PA or Svati does not appear in the Babylonian zodiac.

In short, problems within problems in Guo’s study, mostly in methodology, make the theory of a zodiac

origin for the Chinese twelve zhAi or chen untenable.

36 Liu Lexian has laid out two charts in a table. See Liu Lexian 2004, 219, and Cullen 2011, 205, table 2.
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Over 120 or so paralleled Venus omens in the ancient Babylonian and Chinese texts demonstrate
overwhelmingly the relationship between the two. I do not have any doubt that the Chinese astrological
manuscripts of Wu xing zhan and all Tian Wen Shu contain a large body of the Babylonian astrological
texts Enuma Anu Enlil. In this study, I had room only to organize several themes within the omens of
Venus, as the following summarizes:
I.  Writing pattern:
e Observation/cause + Reaction on the earth/prognostics/effect
II.  Methods of observation:
e Venus's own motion and condition
e Venus's relationship with the sun, moon, and other planets
e Venus's position in relation to direction, color, deity
e Correlation of the sky and earth
e Celestial references such as 36 Stars and 28 Lodges
III.  Contents of the omens:
e War, stability of the state and dynasty, and crops
IV.  Interpretation methods:
e Direct interpretation, such as from Venus’s appearance to a possible consequence

e Theoretical and systematical interpretation, such as yin yang, and wu xing

Except for the very last interpretation method, i.e., yin yang and wu xing, all the above categories show
clear parallels. The Babylonian interpretation of the omens did not develop into such a system as the
Chinese yin yang or wu xing, although intriguingly all necessary components for such systems already
exist in the Babylonian thinking expressed in EAE.

Thus, with quantity, writing structure, contents, methods of observation and interpretation, and
unusual details, the similarities between the Babylonian and Chinese systems present such a complete
package that I cannot think of any but the conclusion that the Chinese books are copies of the
Babylonian ones.

Theoretically speaking, even if an observation of the sky is considered objective, the

interpretation of the observed phenomenon is definitely subjective. The correlated interpretation of
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the celestial phenomenon and prognostics are imaginative, arbitrary, and subjective, and cannot appear
the same so many times in different places in the world. Over a hundred of such parallel interpretations
can hardly be coincidental.

For a simple statistical calculation, I found that in Wu xing zhan, about 31 out of 52 (3/5)
sentences on Venus applied terms and concepts of yin yang, wu xing, gan zhi, and twelve chen, and the
other 21 (2/5) sentences did not. If we take off 3/5 of the sentences from Wu xing zhan, the other 2/5
sentences perfectly match those in EAE. This is true even if given that, in fact, the parallels show a larger
ratio than 2/5, because many Babylonian sentences also contain the elements of yin yang and wu xing.
So it is very reasonable to say that about half of the Chinese Wu xing zhan comes from a version or
versions of the Babylonian EAE.

There is sufficient scholarship indicating that there were many versions of EAE itself in the last
Assyrian Royal Library—and even within one version, there could be a compilation of various sources.
The Chinese Wu xing zhan could be a copy of any such version.

Regretably, this study cannot take account of the related scientific astronomical observations,
for that would be the job of an astronomer or historian of science. However, in case any scientist would
like to conduct such an investigation, he or she should be aware that many observations recorded in the
texts of both sides are inaccurate, for they are likely copies of earlier ones.

Guo Moruo’s zodiac-origin theory has no ground to claim any connection between Babylonia
and China. However, some of his speculation remains worth digging into further, such as the names of
the Jupiter Year.

As this study shows, there is a strong possibility that, as early as the Shang dynasty, i.e., from at
least 1200 BCE to 1046 BCE, the Chinese had some contact with the Babylonians. The concept of four
directions, four winds, and associated deities, in the oracle-bone inscriptions, and the astrological
prediction of Zhou Wuwang’s (the first king of the Zhou dynasty in 1046 BCE) overthrowing the Shang
dynasty, show signs of such possibility of contact. By the late Zhou dynasty, or the time of the Warring
States, there already existed a sophisticated practice of astrology with instruction books. Quite a few
such books are shown to be copies of the Babylonian EAE as demonstrated by the Venus prognostics
alone.

Following the conclusion of this study, there will come more and bigger questions, such as how
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did all these circumstances come about?, how did the Babylonian texts get to China?, were there direct
carriers or middlemen (such as Indians, Persians, Greeks)?, how did the texts come to be translated, and
who did the translation? etc., which, I believe, will become a new field of study. The conclusion will also
change our previous views of world history, especially the relationship between the two ancient
civilizations of Mesopotamia and China. Now it is time we gave recognition to the contributions that

the Mesopotamians had to offer to the world—the West and, we now see, the Far East.
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TABLES






TABLE 1. PARALLELS OF OMENS ON PLANET VENUS IN ANCIENT
MESOPOTAMIA AND CHINA

By no means do I include all available celestial omens here for a complete comparison. There are about
6500—7000 omens in Enuma Enlil Anu in different versions in Mesopotamia, and about equally as many
or more omens in several Chinese versions. The major sources of the quoted omens are the following:
for the Babylonian part, Venus Tablet 63 published by Reiner and Pingree (BPO 1) in 1975 and many
other Venus tablets published by the same authors (BPO 3) in 1998; and for the Chinese part, the
chapters of the Five Stars (Planets) with emphasis on Venus, in the silk manuscripts Tian wen shu
published by Liu Lexian in 2004, and an English translation by Christopher Cullen in 2011. Even within
these limited sources, not all omens are included, for there are still too many. Since the Chinese Venus
omens are shorter, with about 60—70 sentences, I put almost all of them here. One can see that almost
all the Chinese ones match the Babylonian ones in the same or similar categories, and, meanwhile, the
Babylonian ones have more categories and form a much longer list.

EEAEEN ~ AR BEIEEEHSCELEE - EEEE RS0 M CEREAE HATE
LR IHIA 6500-7000 % 3 3 FHRZHY EE RSO AG THEAA A EE KBRS
ARFFFIEER S PR TE2ET - BEERENE —E 2R3 PEENEI—5
SRS o g A SRR - EBEEfe T - #ANAISEAS E (Reiner and Pingree )
fir2FE T 1975 £F (BPO 1) Ml 1998 5= (BPO 3) HikRHY “EEEEIETTES M H—HIE=H
g3 5 EDGH ¢ XURSEHART 2004 FHY (BEHERHHRE) > MER (Cullen) KFET
zon FFHY (FLEG) BVTFOSCENERNTIE o BEERZERIEVIEL T - E&A M RERSIEE
e HHEEMER G A RER A gE g — i A R MRS a7 - o0 (I
) REEIYIAE 600 AT FTUAEAERELRNA -
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Babylonian Tablets of Venus Omens*"*

B SR 5 PEE ~1646—700 BCE FEEE/KAR Y MRE~ 541168 BCE

Enuma Anu Enlil Tablet 63 and more Tablets of Planet Wu xing zhan or Prognostics of the Five Planets

Chinese Manuscripts of Planetary Omens***

Venus (HEH) ZER &

(R ) 63 5 MR R

Venus’s Charges 4= /2 ) JH)* Venus's Charges 4 & 7] B}
g g
K.229: 67. = F HAT B (EH) B, KRR, His, KB, %

1. If Ishtar remains steady in the morning: enemy kings ., DO000E, ya000 & (%) TRz &

will become reconciled, the people of the entire land will | X, & HFEOO0,

eat abundant bread. (Venus) This is in charge of the motion of the moon, of

RS (£8) TRFHRE: &) TATVEZ Broom Stars, Celestial Portents, armor and troops, waters

37 The Chinese translation of the Babylonian omens is my own work.
ELEAG e SRR BN B E AN %

38 In this column, I use Reiner and Pingree’s (1998) categories, numbers, titles, and subtitles, and add some subtitles in
parentheses within their categories to indicate the subjects of the omens.

KT, S5, NRE A EIFRRE L, Reiner and Pingree 1998 L NI, (ERANEE T —RELAKH
DRI PTINEE TAE AR I

39 The English translation of Wu xing zhan is entirely from Cullen 2011. I owe many thanks to him.

(HAEE) JECEF 2 EE Cullen 201

40 In this column, I use Cullen’s (2011) summary subjects for the titles and add some subtitles in parenthesis to parallel with
similar titles in the Babylonian column. The line numbers are Cullen’s.

AREFTRAER S L ZMRER B Cullen 20n FRIFFER) (FLE &) AR, X B A5 E0Y
APTTEL, R B H N5 BN RAVIR AL 23 P 7 il T4

41 There is no single sentence found in the Venus tablets that specifies the charges of the planet Venus. However, there are
numerous occurrences in which Ishtar replaces directly the planet itself. And Ishtar, the Akkadian name for Inanna
(Sumerian-Old Babylon times), who was Goddess of War, and also in charge of love, prosperity, and the fortune of kings and

lords, had the same charges.

SEEPERA NI ERBREE 77 A, ERARR G AL R B S 2T

PG I 2 75 S RIS 6 ARG £ et (Ishtar/Inanna) £ERT-REER RO PR, PROREILcih 7] Ay IS B B
e, BN,
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o, E KA EERREY.

36. If Ishtar is surrounded by a halo: there will be
lamentation in the land, epidemic among cattle.

PousE (B R ERaXE, AR
o

and drought, death and mourning ... the Way, to govern ...
the good or bad fortune of lords, kings and ministers in

office. [When] generals set forth ...

2 EE () AEEER; &R, RTEKEl,
+.

In general this Star (Venus) does not dare to cross heaven;
should it cross heaven, there will be great disorder in the

empire, and one will change the king.

(Venus Tablet 63 and cycles of Venus)

(VeI 63 7 <22 )

(The Five Stars and Five Cycles of Venus) ( { FLE /i) %

2 )

BPO 1** (Venus Tablet 63):

1. In month XI, 15th day, Venus in the west disappeared 3
days in the sky it stayed away, and in month XI, 18th day,
Venus in the east became visible: springs will open, Adad
his rain, Ea his floods will bring, king to king messages of
reconciliations will send.
+—HAthH, KAaAwT, BR=H; +—HA+
JNH, KAWAERTT: FHE, AR, FH
MEJHKKRR R, E 2 TIAERM.

2. In month VIII, nth day, Venus in the east disappeared; 2
months n days in the sky it stayed away, and in month X,
nth day, Venus in the west became visible: the harvest of
the land will prosper.

NNA+—H, KARTAT: PAMASETH, 1
AT R, HAFETH, KA LA R

68. [HAC Eyo. 4] Sk LUE A S = R HTT, —
HHPUHRAR T ATE T [#]H [067,
“HHNHAZ AT AREASHIVEADH, R
AT, T, A H /G, TR = R F T
[The sequence is that at High Origin] she ti ge (the first of
twelve year names of Jupiter), in the first month, Venus
comes out ying-gong (a Lodge/constellation), at dawn in
the east, after 224 days, goes in at dawn in the east. It
moves immersed for 120 days. It comes out in the west at
dusk, and goes in in the west at dusk [after] 224 days. It is
hidden for 16 days and 96 parts of a day, [and then] comes
out in the east at dawn. After five comings out, which in

days make eight years, it comes out again with House in

42 BPO 1: Babylonian Planetary Omens Part I (Reiner and Pingree 1975) Venus Tablet 63.
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FU. the east at dawn.*

10. In month XII, 25th day, in the east disappeared ... the
year of Golden Throne® (the eighth year of King
Ammisaduqa’s reign).

AR, KRARBETARD .. &7 R HEE

BRI,

(Venus Tablet 63 Omens — Prosperity and War) (Wi xing zhan Venus Omens in general — War, State, and
Crops)

(£ 63 5 HERAMAL - Bl 8F) (CHIE ) S 5T RTINS - 0%, FIZ,
o)

BPO 1 L IE PSS S S — I, L B

2, 6,12, 15, 30b, 313, 32ab, [41], 52, 53, 54, 23b, 274, 28b, 31b, AHTT

43 Venus Tablet 63 refers to Venus'’s two complete eight-year cycles and the beginning of the third one for King Ammisaduga’s
reign for about twenty-one years (~1646-1626 BCE) (ibid., 21)

B2 63 SWABIGEKWANZ Y (—AEERSET)NRIIE), FRE S FE 055" R e
B N P

44 The English translation is modified a little from Cullen’s translation, only to show the original Chinese order of phrases

to parallel the Babylonian omens.

BB FE IR S ST AE Cullen FR) 51 TR B BB T PR %

45 The last sentence of the omen indicates that five cycles of Venus's appearances and disappearances make eight years. In
the chapter of Venus Movement Table of the same manuscript, it also makes clear that the beginning of an eight-year cycle
started with the first year of the reign of the First Emperor Qin Shihuang (246 BCE). The manuscript covers about nine eight-
year cycles for about seventy years.

e Ja A R R TN IR R R . ARG BAT IR, A IR i 2R 4R 2 on o R ER
H—AN)\EE ORED JEIIF 146

46 The numbers are from Cullen 2011, Table 12. The three sentences here are three of twenty sentences in the Venus Chart in

Wu xing zhan. They all have the same pattern, so I omit the rest. The charts (Cullen, Tables 10, 11, 12) do not have prognostics.
W=APkRE (L2 S £21TER, S15KA Cullen 20m, Table12, HZAERMEMATRPN. 1TER
20 FJRAFRE . ATRERIIT G M.
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21, 4,13, 14, 35, [38], [42], 49
(The normal pattern: month, day, direction, duration ...
then:) “The harvest of the land will prosper,” “the land will

” o«

be happy,” “the harvest of the irrigated land will prosper,

the land will be happy”
AR x H, xH, xJ7iA, FEETE.O:
“CHEYAERFNG B AR, 7 CBRRE ) ks
ARFU, K7

304, 7, 51, 203, 33b
(The normal pattern ... then:) “There will be scarcity of
barley and straw in the land,” “hard times will befall the
land”

(x H, x H, x T, (SR “ER bR
AFERT, 7 “ PR SR 227

30b, 24a, 58, 20, 23a, 24b, 25a, 27b
(The normal pattern ... then:) “The land will assemble in
the fortresses,” “downfall a large army,” “downfall of the
Manda-troops,” “there will be hostilities in the land.”

(x H, xH, x 770, (EREEED: “FE¥IRE TN
N, 7 CRZRI, 7 “Manda 14 ARG, 7« [EH
A"

22a
(The normal pattern ... then:) “There will be mourning in
the land.”

(x 3, x B, xJ51a, (SEEED: “EHERE
i ”

In the first month it comes out at dawn in the east with
House for 224 days, then in the 8th month it goes in at

dawn in the east with Horn.

2 =ATETH, T HEEAS BT, WH—T
T It moves immersed for 120 days, then in the 12th
month it comes out at dusk in the west with Barrens,

taking 21 [days] back from the following [year].

3 BE AP —HHIUH, D\ EE A AT
F o It comes out at dusk in the west with Barrens for 224
days, then in the 8th month it goes in at dusk in the west

with Wings.

so. (KA BB, KA, REML] LT,
Rekt, SRR KA, BREMER T, Fil
HEE] .

When Big White [Venus] meets with the Year Star
(Jupiter), with Big White in the south and the Year Star in
the north, this is called ‘female and male. The harvest of
grain will ripen greatly. If Big White is in the north, and
the Year Star is in the southern direction, sometimes one

will have a harvest, and sometimes not.

s0.UBIZ A, [ k. s, s/ OO0
O, J () Ko W) © 2z, HIRE) EL, *
(G, OHFEEGEZ, N, J @Y. HARmA
B, e () £

Where it (Mars) dwells for long, the disaster is great. If it
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3, 48, 26b, 28a, 29b, 36, 39
(The normal pattern ... then:) “There will be hostilities in
the land, the harvest will prosper.”

(x H, x H, x J5i, fEERED: “FER AR,
R

22b, 25b
(The normal pattern ... then:) “King will send messages of
hostility to king”

(x H, xH, xJ7Ia), (E@EBED: “EEREER
XHEHHATEE. "

1, 21, 59, 37, 56
(The normal pattern ... then:) “King will send messages of
reconciliation to king.”

(x H, x H, xJ5m, (SERED: “FERELz
ErEEEE.”

8, 9,17,18, 46, 47, 50, 60
(The normal pattern ... then:) “There will be rains in the
land, there will be ...”

(x 3, xH, x77a, {#EEED: “EHARN, ¥
Ao

5 40
(The normal pattern ... then:) “There will be rains and

floods, the harvest of the land will prosper.”

(x 3, x H, x J7i), 1S EED: “ER AR AT

departs quickly, the disaster is small. ... the disaster is
great. When it has already left, but it returns to dwell,
disaster ... . If it circles round, and then goes in, the

disaster is extreme. If it is red with moving horns [sc.

‘rays’], the disaster is extreme.

If it (Mercury) comes out and is not [when it] should
appear, then if the season should be dry it will turn to
rain; if it should be rainy it will turn to dry; if it should be
warm it will turn to cold; if it should be cold it will turn to

warm.

LN KA, HRIESERS, 2R, BT
.

If it (Mercury) enters into the midst of Big White (Venus),
or rubs against or goes round it, this will make a great

battle, in which the moving one will beat the one at rest.

7o. R [ELMMH, REAMA, @EkRE, K] H
Bie, PrEgcBr. HmAL, @EZE#E. 5EA
AN, KT ES, FFA 5, e BIRX.

If it (Venus) comes out when it should not yet come out,
or goes in when it should not yet go in, this is called
‘missing its lodge. Troops will rise up in the empire, and
the corresponding country will be lost. If it does not come
out when it should come out, that is called ‘waiting to

plot. If it does not go in when it should go in, the empire
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Ky BRI

will rest its troops, and in the fields there will be troops
making peace. The corresponding state will be greatly

unfortunate.

go. KAMODOOODOOEH OOOO#E, 2%

When Big White (Venus) is straw ... or it is on its ... it is

about to return, and lordship and honor will be increased.
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1 Venus and the Moon (Revolts, change of
dynasties)
SEMAR (RKR, &3

Motion of planets in relation to the moon
(War, dynasty lost)
TEESNMARRRR (Re TED

VAT 10218:
26. If Venus stands in the horn of the Moon: the king’s

land will revolt against him.

KHAMLTHM: EZEERIR.

27. If Venus stands in the horn of the crown of the Moon:

the king’s land will revolt against him.

KHAMLTHEZM: EZER .

28. If Venus stands in the crown of the Moon: the king’s

land will revolt against him.

KAMTHEZH: EZEH R

29. If Venus stands in the Moon’s right horn, the king’s

land will revolt against him.

KAMT R4, EZERRH-

30. If Venus stands in the Moon’s left horn, the king’s land
will revolt, the land of the king of Guti will revolt against
him.

KAMTHZEM, EZERRH, oiREE
e

go. BREMIE M, A KA, HEsZR; Al
It BRI R.

When the moon goes past the star, if the moon goes out to
the south of Big White (Venus), yang states will suffer
from troops; if the moon goes out to the north, yin states

will suffer from troops.*

wl ABKH, [T B B (5K), (LLEL] . (2
EEIE qich

If the moon eats Big White (Venus), there will be states
that are lost; if it is Dazzling Deluder (Mars), [loss]

through disorder, and yin states may be attacked.

10200000055, HATH, EAKRZ. 40
MAE, O
The moon ... weak. In its motion, the host is distressed

and anxious. It joins with ... evil not clear ... defeat.

103 LA OIMTA, 2B K FR2 .
If its color is ... and horned, the guest will win. Big White

(Venus) is similar to this.

47 ‘yin” ] and “yang” PH are assigned to certain states based on fenye 73 #F (allocation of certain states to certain

constellations; discussed in the main text). The terms can be found in many omens in the manuscripts. They might be paired

with two peculiar omens in the Babylonian column under the category of “Venus and Gender” in a very general sense of

“female and male” Z WAFH EHACHEAN “E&E2FER” —F5,
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33. If Venus stands in the dividing line of the middle of the
Moon, halving (it): there will be revolt, variant: attack of
the enemy, brother will estranged from brother, land from
land - variant: stands in the breast of the middle of the
Moon halving (it).
KAMNTHBE, G, s A, i
i, ESEET; B KESLT AR .

34. If Venus stands in the dividing line of the middle of the
Moon, variant: stands (in front) of the Moon, halving (it):
people will wear a mourning hairdo, [variant]: people, as
many as there are, brother will become hostile to brother.
KAMTFT AL, BEAZH, Benh=: K&
W, o &R, SRR ARE.

35. If Venus stands inside the Moon: the king’s son will rise
to (make) a revolt, upon divine order Elam will perish,
there will be rains in the land, upon divine order the land
will diminish.

KAMNTHZH: £k, MT4, B2/,

43. If Venus enters into the Moon: Elam will destroy my
border town, (or) will destroy its border town, its town ...
will be captured.

KAANA: BEFERKBDEWE, (B0 KKE
B ORISR, IR R EA AT 3R

45. If Venus enters into the Moon for one month (or) two
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months and comes out, variant: does not come out: there
will be hostilities, the market will fall in the land - at the
neomenia she disappears with the Moon, variant: at the
neomenia she enters the Moon and disappears, she is not
seen for one month (or) two months.

KAAH— MAJEH, 2 At fBaEoE, W
ke ag - B H 2, dhFEAES, B B H 2,
AN H IR, W — = .

(H Bl Eclipse) (H B Eclipse)
VAT 10218: 3LH e K E, AHEILVE, BIAT, 5EBEA
36. If Venus comes near the Moon: eclipse, the king of b5

Akkad will die.

KEEH: vh, Bl R E E R

40. If Venus stands at the Moon’s right: eclipse
(concerning?) the king of Amurry, the land of Amurru

will be reduced.

KEMTHZ A b, BT E R 46

41. If Venus stands at the Moon’s left: eclipse
(concerning?) the king of Akkad, the land of Akkad will

be reduced.

RKEASLT A2 0w, b, Bl - 4k

If the moon eclipses ... Big White (Venus), in no more
than nine years the state will lose walled towns, and a

strong state will fight but not win.

69 K FSeH A H &, BRI ARR LM (H)
2.

If Big White (Venus) comes out before its time, that makes
a lunar eclipse. If it comes out after its time that makes a

Celestial Portent or a Broom Star (comet).
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2 Venus and the Sun

(War, revolts, change throne)

SENKMH
(B, BB BEAD

(Venus and the Sun)

(War between states)

(EENKMH - 55

VAT 10218:
23. If Venus wears one of the Sun, the King’s son will kill

his father and seize the throne.

KABH, HEZ TR EA

48. If Venus reaches the Sun and enters into the Sun: a city

will be torn down.

KAEHIFAH: 305

49. If Venus enters into the Sun and does [not?] come out:

devastation, variant: enemy incursion will be in land.

KEAHAE: %, 5 BHAR

50. If Venus in the morning stands toward the front of the

Sun: the land will revolt, there will be much famine.

KERIMLTHZH: EA KRR, KIE

125.H4& %, RAJEHIL, 2H®RD, BB &
EHF, BRI B0 <E-EHME, ZHRE

grs 2B MOXEH B, F2ES.

On the day of winter solstice,* if Big White (Venus) is to
the north of the sun, up to the division of day and night
[sc. ‘[spring] equinox’], the yang state will win. If at spring
equinox it is to the south of the sun, the yang state will
win. If at summer solstice it is to the south of the sun, up
to the equinox, the yin state will win. If at autumn

equinox it is to the north of the sun, the yin state will win.

48 More omens of the Sun appear in a separate chapter of the same manuscript but are omitted here.
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3 Venus and Jupiter EEMAER (FH, &K
)

3.1 Conjunction of the two planets B4 2 FH3Z
3.2 The Yoke, Ferry 322, RIEE

3.3 The Great Star (Jupiter) X2

(Change of dynasties, natural disasters)

Conjunctions of Venus with Jupiter

(The Year Star, dynasty, war, crops)

SENMKRE (BB) MW
(EH, HF, EBRFBO

VAT 10218:
8. [If Venus] — a great star turns [above her]: the gods in
heaven will provide good, variant: bad counsel for the
land - [...] stands in the sky.

CRAD - KRE¥TI B RIpEIGE, 2 R
M- D LT RE

24. If Venus wears one of Jupiter: the dynasty will

change ... will come.

KAWL R ORE): Fil . g=

54. If Venus and ditto (Jupiter) come close: reign of

destruction (concerning) the king of Amurru.

KA BMIE: BIARKHE CHR) FTaE .

56. If Venus enters Jupiter: the king of Akkad will die, the
dynasty will change, either a soldier will go out or the
enemy will send a message (asking for peace) to the land.
KEANGE: P-REREFRHT, EPHE, Bux—
B, sEOTRIEER GRAD

59. If Venus and Sulpae (Jupiter) are in balance and meet:

so. [KEAHLREE, KALM, REL]ILT, drH
Bedt, SRR REfElL, REAERT, FE
A B ]

When Big White (Venus) meets with the Year Star
(Jupiter), with Big White in the south and the Year Star in
the north, this is called ‘female and male’ The harvest of
grain will ripen greatly. If Big White is in the north, and
the Year Star is in the southern direction, sometimes one

will have a harvest, and sometimes not.

4. B, AN, #HEE), REN. &
R, Hmse, BEeR, BB

The Yin [Star,] (Venus) is for the guest, the Xiang [Star, ]
(Jupiter) is for the host. When they are about to meet
together, within four or five feet, and their color is
beautiful, either of them may become ‘enraged’ [i.e., emit

bright rays], and the enraged one will win.

o5 DOOO/REOMOKROOO A, OEFE.
Frtifizdb, &F; MBI, EAR. MR
77, AR

... the Yin [Star] (Venus) comes out ... the Xiang [Star]
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end of the dynasty of the king of Amurru.
KEAL BT IFARE: BTan E £ 5 £k

64. If Venus and the Great Star meet: the king will die and

dynasty will change.
KALREME: EHT, EPE

(Natural Disaster)

VAT 10218:

51. If Venus reaches Sulpae (Jupiter), variant: comes near
and stops: flood will carry off the land, high water will
come.
KEESE: B I I
UCLE

BOKEE L, K

52. If Venus reaches Sulpae (Jupiter) and they follow upon

each other: high water will carry off the land.

KEES BIFMEIBZE: KRS

53. If Venus reaches ditto (Jupiter) and passes it: a mighty
high water will come.
KEES Bl BERMKER

57. If Venus and Sulpae (Jupiter) are in balance and
between them the Moon stands: the furrow will diminish
its yield.

KA R, AT Bk IeioR

58. If Venus rises in the East, variant, West and Jupiter

(Jupiter) ... Yin [Star] ... left ... the fixed one will win. If
the Yin [Star] goes out to the north of the Xiang [Star], the
guest is advantageous. If the Xiang [Star] goes out to the
north of the Yin [Star], the host is advantageous. If they
come out together in the east, it is advantageous to attack

westwards.

106 A, RE &, B2, TR, FA
2. DD0D0D0®m0OR DD000000FEAZ,
HER.

If the Yin [Star] (Venus) meets the Xiang [Star] (Jupiter),
without yet coming within one abode of it, and the Yin
[Star] follows it back, the guest will be rapid, and the
person defending will be hurried. ... high ...must ...the

host will be anxious, and the guest will be hard pressed.

8 AL AHE AW, RS, SEAMIE
(fiE), WOHERERARIE, KH LB,

Watch when they encroach on each other: the Xiang
[Star] (Jupiter) is Wood, and the Yin [Star] (Venus) is
Metal. Metal and Wood attack each other, so when Xiang
and Yin encroach on each other, the empire will

encounter troops.

109. [BR] #Fat, WAk [Bd] O (28, BB HK
B, O R BHAR, ELFEKR, RBBER, 40+
Ho

Yin (Venus) is Metal, so when Yin meets with the ... Star, in

raising troops or beginning affairs there will be a great
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passes (her): there will be famine in the land.

KATHARTT, 8ius, %28 CKAD: EAYIE

65. If above Venus the Great Star (Jupiter) goes around
her, variant: stands: the angry gods will return to the land,
copious rains will fall, the crop of the land will succeed.
Y ETRAZEIFAGHE, 8 s BUsmRm
R EGR I, MM AR 2, B R A Rk

BM 75228:10 If Venus above her the Great (Star) goes
around her, variant: stands: the angry gods will return to
the land, permanent rain [...] — Jupiter above Venus in the
winter in the East [...]

Y ETRAZEIFHGE, 8w BUsp R
KRB H, AARINIK (O -ZERTRAZE
AFERTT O

defeat. ... in spring it will be [day] jiawu, in summer it will
be bingwu, in autumn it will be gengwu, and in winter it

will be renwu.

(Brother becomes hostile to brother)

(Brother is against brother)

(B H) (W A 4)
VAT 10218: S ENFRILE: [525E6E, M9d? e

55. If Venus come near ditto (Jupiter): the land altogether

— brother will become hostile to his brother.

KEES R Ht - "WHxkH

K7 XE: [8X. EERSMEE S, £
XL, hidtbR. BRAZ, REHL, ¥ LK
B, B, BN, RZIEW.] ((hff - B2 - B
Nr—FED

The king of Zhou asked [his astrologer] Chang Hong
5L: “Among today’s princes, who will have good or ill
fortune?” He obtained the following reply: “Ill fortune will

strike the prince of Cai. Jupiter is stationed now in the

shiwei mansion which is that of the year [12 years ago]

when the present prince, Ban, had the preceding prince
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killed. Before the cycle is finished, Chu will take
possession of Cai and will reach the height of its
iniquities. [In two years], when Jupiter crosses the Daliang
mansion, Cai will get back his land and Chu, in its turn,
will know misfortune.” (This paragraph is not in Wu xing
zhan, but in a text of about 541 BCE — Zuo Zhuan (It

%) . See Cullen 2011, 197-198)
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4 Venus and Mars

(War, change of dynasties)

SEMKE (8%, BED

(Venus and Mars)
(War, killing, change of dynasties)
(EEMAKE - 1%, R )

VAT 10218:

63. If the Strange Star comes close to Venus: within 6
months, a despotic king will die, his land will enjoy
abundant prices — the Strange Star is Mars.

WK H: NTMAZA, FART, HELEE
ST - PRRRI K A

70. [If Venus] has taken a star at her right [side?] and
Venus is large and the star is small: the king of Elam [will
become important and powerful and rule the land(s) of
the four regions, receive tributes from the kings] his
[equals] — Mars stands at her right.

KAFAHE, KAK, B/ REEE CHEOVE
AR NI GG U7, 552 b 1 i

) - KRBT CKA) KATL

H

71. [If Venus] has taken a star at her left side? and Venus is
large and the star is small: [the king of Akkad] ditto —
Mars stands at her left.

KALEFARE, KAK, B/A: (FI-REETE) CRAL
NEZERAR NIRRT, Besz it E= E F 1)
BT - KRBT CRED Wil

Sm.1354:4. [If Venus (at her rising) the Red Star* (Mars)

89. K H. B (5K) « BFEAM M, FILMRA, &=
B, A I, UREN, EAB

If Great White (Venus), Dazzling Deluder (Mars) or the
Plowing Star are red with horns, it is advantageous to
attack others, and the guest will win. If the guest does not
win, it is because it is acting as the host, and the host will

win.

no KB B (e e) 8, &, Kih, dyFI%

#), AFHE.

When Big White (Venus) meets with Dazzling Deluder
(Mars), it is Metal and Fire. This is named ‘melting.’ Troops

may not be used.

ng. B (RBO KA, FE; Bz, E[E]; H
Hiz, fHoar; HHY, A [RiGzB] . [EH)
[ FE A% #F

When Dazzling Deluder (Mars) goes with Big White

7, RA®Z,

(Venus), the army will be distressed. If it leaves it, the
army will retreat; if it goes out on the yin [side], there will
be division of the army; if it goes out on the yang [side],
there will be a battle with the assistant general. If in its
motion Big White reaches it, the army will be smashed

and the general killed.

49 Mars was also called Red Star by the Chinese during the time of the Five Stars manuscripts.
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enters into her] and does not come out, the king’s son will
enter his father’s house and [seize] the throne.
KAEFR 2 CKE) #N, Al EPBAR

KE, #ELEN.

K.2226:33 ii 44’ If Venus — the Strange star (Mars) comes
close to her: in 6 months a despotic king will die and his
land will enjoy an abundant market.

WK H: NHZW, FEKT, HEAR 2
FMEIT -

(Venus and Mercury)

(Lamentation, justice)

(EREAKE) O, 1EX)

Conjunctions of the planet (Venus) with Mercury (War,
battles)

EEMKEMAZ (5

VAT 10218:20. If Venus wears the crown of the Moon: there
will be lamentation in the land, variant: for four years the
land will see justice, variant: prosper — she is seen in the
West, Mercury stands in front (or) above her.
KE®HE: ERAHE, 2 D)5 ER L
XooBe ER - ORED T, M URE)
KE) LTz b

K.148:6. If Venus wears the Moon’s crown — she is very

small, Mercury stands in front of her.

KEBHE - b, RE CUhED SLTHET .

6. ) HAKAZH, HHLSRL, &K
B, BB

If it (Mercury) enters into the midst of Big White
(Venus), or rubs against or goes round it, this will make a
great battle, in which the moving one will beat the one at

rest.

Bo/NAMERT, EikZ, AAKH, HEE. MH
[fE] KA/#% A4, OF 00000, 00000
KEARE, Lz, AFEMEE.

When Little White [sc. ‘Mercury’] comes from below or
from above and approaches it, but does not enter into Big
White (Venus), the army will be hurried. When Little

White is before or behind Big White, or to its left or

KEATR SR HIMA “RE” —it.
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right, ... shields ... Big White has not arrived, or leaves it
very quickly, then the armies will depart from one

another.

sUMNARA [ ], BilHA, £2R, b
B, NEMKH, ABEANZE, EATE.
When Little White (Mercury) comes out at the left of Big
White (Venus), or comes out at its right, distant 3 feet
from it, the army will have a small battle. If Little White
rubs against Big White, there will be a battle with several

myriads of men, and officers of the host’ will die.

82/NEAKHA [, LHH, KIHAKA, E
M, BCERGR, B Nl T = ]
When Little White (Mercury) enters into Big White
(Venus), and comes out after five days, or when it enters
Big White, and comes out upwards, the army will be
smashed and the general killed, and the ‘guest’ will win. If

it comes out downwards, 300 li of territory will be lost.

83/ [H ARALK A, Ak, KL KEW ()
H, WCEEBOR, A () PR (), DhanfiEe

If Little White (Mercury) comes and approaches Big
White (Venus), and does not leave, the general will die; If
Big White’s ‘banner’ comes forth, the army will be
smashed and the general killed. Watch the direction in
which the ‘banner’ is directed, in order to decide which

army will be smashed.
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84/NAD K] A, Je200 [H] B ee L%,
A HEFmAREERME, [EH].

Little White (Mercury) ... Big White (Venus), troops ...
these. The active one that is able to go and come is the
guest; the quiescent one that is not able to go and come is

the host.

85 L/hH KAMEMH, FFEZR/ A, #HKH
i, ARHEZMRA.

In general when the two stars Little White (Mercury) and
Big White (Venus) come out together, the one who is
using troops is the counterpart of Little White. If Big
White comes out on its own, the one who is using troops

is the counterpart of Big White.

(Venus and other planets and color) Conjunctions of various planets (and color) (War, fortune)
(No prognostics)® ZEMZ (i) (%%, 250

(R M ETELTI0)

K.148: 2. LG fth: JRMEDKZF, HFTIRELZAHE,

10. If Venus wears a black crown — [Saturn] stands in front | OO OO0 OOOO0O0OOO0OO0OOONO

of her. OO,

<

KEBEE - HE (BB LT HAT. In general, prognosticating from the five colors: when
black, it is a year of waters [sc. ‘floods’]; when blue it is

1. If Venus wears a white crown — Jupiter stands in front thereupon a year of great starvation, ...

of her, [...] great

50 There are sections of the omens like the ones here that give disappearance, duration of invisibility, first visibility, and
particular positions, of the planets, but no prognostics (also see Pingree and Reiner 2004/1975). The same is found in the
Tables of Jupiter, Saturn, and Venus in Wu xing zhan.

REMAFERA S N, RO (RS Bk, £ &ETEER (EZH 720 Pingree and
Reiner 2004/1975)
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KAWAM - % EILTHAT (LD X

12. If Venus wears a green crown — Mars stands in front of
her.

j( El Eﬁiéﬁ%f'—'@ - kgjﬂ:/\ —HL]LO

13. If Venus wears a red crown — Mercury stands in front of
her.

KABLE - Je BT AT

14. If Venus wears a rainbow crown — a rainbow lies

crosswise in front of her.

K AR - UL T AT .

15. If Venus wears the Sun’s crown — she becomes very

bright, Saturn stands in front of her.

KA - AR 5, SR T HAT.

16. If Venus wears the Moon’s crown — she is very small,

Mercury stands in front of her.

KABAE - dhAE# /N, JRES T HAT.

17. If Venus wears two crowns — two planets stand in front
of her.

KEBIGE - W2 (TR LT HHT.

K.2346:

54. The White star is Jupiter, the Red star is Mars, the

88.CLREE, TLAHE () %, EANBE: HEAEE: =
#, Fi. WRE, FnE00000000E#
E OO0, &, HE, Rtagx2D0d, EA
-

When armies have been deployed, to know whether guest
or host will win: if the guest’s star is white and brilliant, or
yellow and brilliant, the guest will win. If blue and black
are mixed, the guest is what is called ... called the Plowing
Star .... The Year Star (Jupiter), and the Garrison Star
(Saturn): if their color is like the guest’s star, the host will

win.

w7 LR TRIN—&, =&, HiEdE, A
A&, JEE, R 000000000
OOooo#EAR.

In general, [amongst] the Five Stars every five years there
is a joining, and every three years there is an encounter. If
the encounter is beautiful then there will be an assembly
of those in white garments [sc. ‘commoners’ or
‘mourners’]; if the encounter is ugly, then below ...

without troops is unlucky.

m B (R BREE, K. K[, mEE, A
RREESS R NS

If Dazzling Deluder (Mars) meets with the Chronogram
Star (Mercury), it is Water and Fire. This is named
‘quenching’ One cannot use troops or begin affairs; there

will be great defeat.
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Green star is Venus, the Black star is Saturn,” variant: nz. [BK] BLK <> B8 (F1), KK 2, #,
Mercury. Bz, B (W) #.

HENGE (KRB, KRENKE, GENKALE When the Year [Star] (Venus) fights with Big [Little]
(i), BENHE (LA) BUkE. White (Venus or Mercury), the great general will be killed;
if it goes through it, or knocks against it, or pierces it, the

assistant general will be killed.

ng. JUKEBMIEH, L.

In general, if the Big Stars (Planets) hurry to encroach on

each other, a battle is inevitable.

51 According to Jastrow (1911), “Saturn ... received the designation as the ‘steady’ Lu-Bat (planet) because of the slowness and
regularity of its movement” (1911, 222). Coincidentally, the name of Saturn in Chinese /£ means exactly “the star to
stabilize.”

FEAE# Jastrow BIFT, LB, BTATEZEBNEE, $OAMER “Fa2” (Jastrow 191, 222). TMAH, +
AL E AR <A
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5 Venus and constellations™ (Venus and 28 Lodges / constellations)™

S ENEE 2R (EEBM_1)\18)

5.1 Venus and Stars 4 /2 Fll & (Stars /2 )

VAT 10218: 153 (BB EEERHFET
60. If Venus enters Stars: Elam will be torn down inits...,a | [Saturn] Comes out with Stars in the east at dawn.

fortress will be torn down.

KANE CREED: REFERKT, . R IERE.

61. If Venus stands for two days with Stars, and then passes
(them): the counsel of the land will change.

KANE (EE) PH, @t edl: B pmim
G HA2

K.35:22. If Venus comes close to Stars: [...] — Venus [comes

close to] the Furrow

REFEE GERED: (LD - KE$HT HIUE HE

K.229:39. If Ishtar stands in Stars for two days and passes
them: the mood of the land will change.

PPIEER (B Tz H, JhEd el
TR AL

5.2 Venus and the True Shepherd of Anu®

52 JLIESCER /L. P15 Ref. main article, sections g and 10.
53 WIE X ZE L. 175, Ref main article, sections g and 10.
54 Cullen 2011, Table n £ 47 3R,

55 From here on, where there is no clear parallel on the Chinese side, I show only the titles on the Babylonian side, following

Reiner and Pingree’s categories.

PAUNERA WL A SONAR A TAE LT, ELEGAR A~ N A LR B Reiner F1 Pingree f) 70 25 /Mgl .
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SRR NE

(Old Man, Hired Farm Laborer™®)

(ZNE, ELE)

(Venus at the lodge of Harvester 4 /& 71 %)

K.2346
44. If the Old Man’s stars are next to each other: the

harvest of the land will be ... Venus stands with it.

ENFERR B LR .. K B 5 It

Moo

7.57 (&8 PDN<t->AHELHPES, —HHIY
H, U= HSES NPT, R+t

In the 7th month it (Venus) comes out at dusk in the west
with Wings (a Lodge) for 224 days, then in the 2nd month
it goes in at dusk in the west with Harvester, with an over-

run of 57 [days into the next year].

o. GEE) BiTEHH, U=HEES T, &
ht=.

It moves immersed for 120 days, then in the 3rd month it
comes out at dusk in the west with Harvester, with an

over-run of 52 [days into the next year|

n GEE) [BI=] JEEA 7, —FH UH, B
A B A NTETT .

In the 3rd month it comes out at dusk in the west with
Harvester, for 224 days, then in the 10th month it goes in

at dusk in the west with Heart.

(The Scales KAF)

(as tool of measurement)

Dipper -~} — alodge

(as tool of measurement)

82-3-23,49 and dupl. K.2157

6'-8 The Scales — the star of Shamash, of justice —

n® ORE) H}REES

Comes out with Dipper in the east at dawn.

56 “Hired Farm Laborer” is a constellation in Rogers’s Table 2.
57 Numbers from the Cullen 2011, Table 12.

58 Numbers from Cullen 2011, Tables 10 and 1.
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becomes visible, will bend over the land for good effect —

[...] stand above Venus.
RAFPE — Shamash CRPBHFH) Ao 1 SCH) A JE - th
B, HEI R EE - LT RAZ b

26. () B RERTT

[Saturn] comes out with Dipper in the east at dawn.

5.3 Venus and the Yoke 42 fl%i &
5.4 Venus and the Wagon 42 Il £ &2

(War, change of dynasty, women'’s role)

Axletree or Cart — a Lodge 2/ %-

VAT 10218:

126. If Venus scintillates and stands toward the Wagon
(and) observers observe (it?): an upheaval will come in
three days and cover the land.

REWHR, HIRERL, WE: =HEEA3)
AL, 3R

127. If Venus scintillates and turns? toward the Wagon,
variant: goes around? the Wagon: the enemy will attack
and defeat [the land?].
KEANHIFERER, SESERE. SRR
I (EE? D,

4 (B RANBILRY, HEREFRTT
(Venus) It is hidden for 16 days and 96 parts, then comes

out at dawn in the east with Axletree.

(The Bow star = i /)

Drawing a Bow — a lodge 7K

K.2346:57. In the East Venus the Bow star ... in heaven and
earth — the Red star (Mars) Makru, Mercury (is) male or
female, in the East Venus or Mercury or Jupiter is very
bright.

KA 5 ERBET RIS o SER A — 75 B T

16.° (B BIRR TS

[Saturn] Comes out with Spread® in the east at dawn.

59 Number from Cullen 2011, Table 12.

60 Cullen A/£FK 5. Number from the Saturn Table (ref. Cullen 2011, Table 11).

61 “5k” JREN “4i5 7. The original meaning of the word “zhang 5K” is “drawing a bow.”
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CREMAZ), KELBET, KASRRESRS EE
RITAER W 5E.

5.5 Venus and the Field and the Star of Eridu 4 £ 11 FH Hh

=

5.6.1 Venus and the Furrow

& H IR

K.35:22. If Venus comes close to Stars: [...] — Venus [comes

close to] the Furrow

REFETE (BREE): (. - KA HIUE [

5.6.2 Venus and the Plow

(Defeat, women's role) 4 5 Fll &

(The Plow Star #f /£ )™

(Winning battles)

VAT 10218:

124. If Venus scintillates and turns? toward the Yoke (and)
those who look see (it?), observers observe (it?): the land
will be dispersed, the dynasty will change, women will fall
by means of weapons, or will kill men by means of

weapons, dogs will become rabid and bite people.

KEANBIFEE AR, WE: B8 +

WA, AgoR, BB AROR, FERANIERIF
YN

88.CLRH, FTLAR () &, TEANB#E: R AE, *®
H, wH. WRE, RPE000D0000FR
E 000, &2, mE, HeiFxEO00M, EA
i

When armies have been deployed, to know whether guest
or host will win: if the guest’s star is white and brilliant, or
yellow and brilliant, the guest will win. If blue and black

are mixed, the guest is what is called ... called the Plowing

Star .... The Year Star (Jupiter), and the Garrison Star

62 “The Plow Star” appears twice in Wu xing zhan, but not anywhere else. Liu Lexian (2004) suggests that it is a variant name
for one of the five planets. Cullen (2011) follows Liu’s suggestion. However, in the Babylon constellations, the Plow (not the
modern Plow/UMa) is one of the oldest and most sustained asterisms in Babylonian astrology (see Rogers 1998, Table 2). It
is one of the agriculturally related stars. Together with other stars, with names of animal body parts, the Plow in Wu xing
zhan might be a copy of the Babylonian Plow. (See the main text and Table 3 in this paper.)

CRBRE” RAE (A MBI, HEPSCHRT AR XURYE (2004) YOAEH BERMAMT R
BEK. BEIN “BE” RILCRZEMEE -, BEEREDHCWEEY (IS0, EEIIEERT,

“BHE” FREIRE BRI R, IRIRR SCE T Plow/Uma 2 JBEANFA] .
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125. If Venus scintillates and stands toward the Yoke: the

king’s son will kill his father and seize the throne.

RENER, HEHHESL: F R RSO A .

K.2226:32 ii 43" If Venus comes close to the Plow: men’s
wives will have adulterous relations, adultery will increase
in the land, woman will not live with her man, man will
not live with his woman.

KALEBHE: BARIZER 5 B, Bk E
WD, LKA A 5B, T
AN 2 NEAE— .

K.35:24. If Venus comes to the Plow: there will be defeat —

she comes close to Mars.

KAZEPE: BAMM -t KA #TkAE.

K.7169:2. [If Venus comes close to] the Plow: there will be
defeat, men’s wives [will have affairs], [fornication] will
abound the land, woman will not live with her husband,
man [...]
KEAFERHEEE: AWM, BANHETR (5
AFG, Gl BAERZ, Z NAFAhR L
KA, BN ()

(Saturn): if their color is like the guest’s star, the host will

win.

8o. NF EEL (e) . BHERTIM, RN, %
B &A1, AN, EAR.

If Great White (Venus), Dazzling Deluder (Mars) or the
Plowing Star are red with horns, it is advantageous to
attack others, and the guest will win. If the guest does not
win, it is because it is acting as the host, and the host will

win.

(Women'’s active roles in adultery and the change of

dynasties 2B 4T S I

(Women'’s active roles in war and state affairs [T

EHBUR)

63 The omens about women’s active roles in this section are mostly from other versions of the planetary books, which share

some of the same ancient sources—except for a, which can be found at https://ctext.org/shiji/tian-guan-shu/zhs, The other
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VAT 10218:

g9o. If Venus does not rise at night but rises at daylight:
men’s wives will commit adultery and run after men.
KEARTRBEMILTEH: B R
ar, BIZHIKHN.

g1 If Venus becomes visible at daylight: men’s wives will

not stay with their husbands but run after their men.

KAXTAH: BAIPZEFAFFELR, Mxk
BZEHEBA.

101. [If Venus shows herself at the beginning of the year]
and disappears: people will [...] their men, [... slaves] will
mount on the bed of their masters and marry the women
who hired them.

(CREAMITHEYD FHHEk: RE CO M5
N CLBUD) B ERMBATEFRIR B, BREARATH
TN

111. If Venus rises standing in a position not of her own,
variant: standing in her position ...... there will be rise of
an enemy army, variant: rise of hostilities, in the land,
women will ... their men, variant: the king’s land will rebel
against him, variant: the land [...].

KETH, MESHAL, 86 AL R R

a. (BL-REH): CKAD BRMAKR, ZiE4
W, seMEgy, NEE, LFEES.

If (Venus) is visible in the mid-day throughout the sky, it is
said: fighting for the brightness; the strong state becomes
weak, small state becomes strong, and female master

rises.

b (SL-REAS): AWMSE, HaEianT; %
Al HEBTIH L, KREWsaE RN RE
WhL; ok, EaEEZ.

...... [If the Moon] eclipses Venus, strong state will also be
defeated; [if the Moon] eclipses Mercury, women make

troubles; ......

e (DA-RIGE): MHERRIAE, FEET: YL
DL, CRELEL, B, KAMES, R
ile AR, EHEEZ.

... Whenever the Moon eclipses the five planets, all states
will die: ...... [the states with Mercury will have women'’s

troubles; ......

d. JFodize) =50 G wiE): HikiR
B, A, HEURT, HURT
... [If] the Moon eclipses Saturn, the queen dies, her state

will be destroyed by killing.

quotations are from Liu Lexian 2004, 41, 152, 164, and 167. The English translations in this section are limited to the relevant

sentences and phrases, and are my own.

AN L NB LA LI (TR E) b, ERBBEL TR SAME R S AU 5 X R

I RHF SR 2004 5E 41,152,164, 167 T1)
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A, B BoEXdl, fEEL L, L AT a1
BN e EEROR g &, B i

K.2226:32 ii 43" If Venus comes close to the Plow: men’s
wives will have adulterous relations, adultery will increase
in the land, woman will not live with her man, man will
not live with his woman.

KEEME: BARZER S NEL, @ EE
WEEIN, L NCREAS A 5N, AE
AN F A 22 NAEAE— 2.

K.7169:2. [If Venus comes close to] the Plow: there will be
defeat, men’s wives [will have affairs], [fornication] will
abound the land, woman will not live with her husband,
man |...]

KEERHR: KAWL, BAMNMEFHR (5MA
Y, G BHBRZ, L AAFEMMR LR
E—ild, FAN(.)

e. X5l CibEmE). AMURE, HEDLET, &
KYL, HIAH =4, NE: BREmTL, fraz B
i, A,

... [If] the Moon eclipses Mercury, its country will be dead

by women’s troubles/revolts.

£ (ZB&) B= “EHEAN" L BEMAE,
FEH. ZERAHEIETRZRE. TFNATH
SL T

... If (a) Planet eclipses the Moon, king and queen would
be killed by their own ministers. Variant: self (or internal)

killing and lamentation.

g (2BEY &= “H2E5% " “ffA=, &
U+—HNH, ®=HE, FRX, Kk, KEN,
IR

...... often in the twelfth month and the eighth day, when

the Moon has double halos, there is strong wind, army

revolts, inside disaster, female relatives making troubles.

he (Fred&ige) 51 EEg &) “A4TE, KAt
t, RMEME, SRS, FECKs, KR
WEOEE, L EBAER, KT, SR
...... when the Moon moves too fast, in the middle when it
is not supposed to be in the middle, seen when it is not

supposed to be seen, there will result a big war with

rushing armies, the army will be broken and the generals

will die, minister will force king to give up the throne,
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queen will take over the power, there will be troubles

everywhere, and change of ancestral temple.

(Lady, Exalted Lady 2 /2)%

Woman®2£ %

2. ORE) B2 R AT

(Jupiter) Comes out with Woman in the east at dawn.

28. () HZALR AT

[Saturn] Comes out with Woman in the east at dawn.

5.6.3 Venus and the Fish 42 flf1 2

5.6.4 Venus and Stars 4 5 1 2

(see 5.1. See 5.1)

(£ Stars)

5.7 Venus within constellations

EEAE R T

5.7.1 Venus between the Twins 7EX{ T~ [A]
5.7.2 Venus within the Lion 7E i & B
5.7.3 Venus within Enmesharra 7E... B

5.7.4 Venus enters Scorpion T\ e i

5.7.5 Venus and the Bull of Heaven

(Death) & 2 A K42

(Bull/Ox — alodge %)

(Famine)

K.35:5. If Venus turns around within the [Bull? of ] Heaven:

[...] will die.

KEFER CRAEME) higg. (O Hi.

54. LIEDURE, B, EE A, KoK
T, AEBMEN. WA, HIRAAL DR A
S PEPNIIPN &

(Mercury) It rules and corrects the four seasons. At the

64 There is “Lady” in the Stars of Akkad, and “Exalted Lady” in the Stars of Amurru, as listed in Rogers’s Table 2 (1998). They

do not appear in the Venus tablets.

ZEREMFEEEEL — BRERMMMEREZ —. EIEAHIESE S BT 2% Rogers 1998,

Table 2.

65 Woman Lodge does not appear in the Venus chart. (Ref. Cullen 2011, Tables 10 & 11).

BLEAHIAT & EATE
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spring equinox it appears in the lodge Harvester; at the
summer solstice it appears in the lodge Eastern Well; at
the autumn equinox it appears in the lodge Gullet; at the
winter solstice it appears in the lodge Led Ox. If for one
season it does not appear, that season will not be
harmonious. If it does not appear for four seasons, there

will be great famine in the empire.

(The Jaw of the Bull 2812 )

(Gullet — alodge JT)

K.148:21. If Venus stands in the crown of the Sun — she

comes close to the Jaw of the Bull.

KANF HEZ i - il - s e

K.2346:50. If when you look at the day-break it is very red:

plenty for the people, Mercury stands within the Jaw of
Bull.

RUIN RARL: REM, KENL TR,

0. (RE) BUTR I STy

(Jupiter) Comes out with Gullet in the east at dawn.

20. (1) HITRHHTT
(Saturn) Comes out with Gullet in the east at dawn.

(Cullen Table 10 & 11)

(The Kidney star 5 /£ )

(Stomach — alodge )

K.2346:38. [...] in the evening the Kidney star [...]

) BEEERE D

6.5 Bl E R H T

[Saturn] Comes out with Stomach in the east at dawn.

66T E1TE £ . Ref. Cullen 201, Table 1.
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6 Venus and unnamed stars

SENTA BB

6.1 Venus “takes” a star (small star) 42 FHU/NE

(Small star in Venus /NE N4 2 )

VAT 10218:

69. If Venus has taken a star and that star is small: the king
will conquer a land that is not his, his son will seize the
throne.

RARE (7)) NE: EERERMARG L, £
TR AL

70. [If Venus] has taken a star at her right [side?] and
Venus is large and the star is small: the king of Elam [will
become important and powerful and rule the land(s) of
the four regions, receive tributes from the kings] his
[equals] — Mars stands at her right.

KABRETHA, KAK, B/ REEER (&
HEINAR, IRGIRIUTT, 52 E T ARt
) - KESLT WAL

H

71. [If Venus] has taken a star at her left side? and Venus is
large and the star is small: [the king of Akkad] ditto —
Mars stands at her left.
KABETIA, KAK, B/ FREE T

(A EEMNAR, ISR, E2EEE
MIEETT) - KRS T AT

Rm.146 rev ii:7. If Ishtar has taken a star in her right horn
and Ishtar is large and the star is small: the king of Elam

will become important and powerful and rule the land(s)

A/ NRERKAZEE NS LN, G () FF2#
& BHEE, =P, AT WImE R, P0sF
(U], ##fE () 8. fEHM, EHAL, PU~FRL
VAR -1 31 s R = i 1 W/ NP
(fik) .

If there are small stars visible on the yin [side] of Great
White, within four inches [of it], then there are those who
are making secret agreements amongst the feudal lords. If
they are visible on its yang [side], within three inches of
it, there will be a small number of troops. If there are two
visible together, within four inches, the feudal lords will
have a meeting. If [one] is to the south of it and [one] is to
the north of it, within four inches, the feudal lords will
[make a] vertical alliance. If [one] is to the east of it and
[one] is to the west of it, within four inches, the feudal

lords will [make a] horizontal alliance.

g1
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of the four regions, receive tribute from the kings his
equals.

s (SR WETHAM, SR, A
ANy BREE PR EEARE, SRR,
P2 A I gk o

6.2 Venus with stars at her side

EERAEAE

(Venus with stars on her right or left 42 72 47 /&)

72. If Venus — one star stands at her right, one star at her
left: advent of hardship, variant: misfortune, [variant?]
good fortune will arise for the land.
KHA-FELTHA, AELTHAE: Wik,
g A, (80 FefTEETI.

73. [If Venus] at her right has a row of stars: women will

not have easy childbirth.

CRED AE—HREE: OB A,

74. [If Venus at her left] has a row of stars: women will
have difficulty in childbirth.

(CRAZE) A—HEE: HhAHE".

Bo/NAERT, LRk, AANKH, EE. IMH
[fE] KH#18 /4, oF ooooo, oooooKEAR
&, kzHm, QEMEE,

When Little White [sc.Mercury’] comes from below or
from above and approaches it, but does not enter into Big
White (Venus), the army will be hurried. When Little
White is before or behind Big White, or to its left or

right, ... shields ... Big White has not arrived, or leaves it
very quickly, then the armies will depart from one

another.

SwWEM KA [ A], Bt K2R, #H/h
. NEBRKH, ABEAZE, EAEIE.
When Little White comes out at the left of Big White, or
comes out at its right, distant 3 feet from it, the army will
have a small battle. If Little White rubs against Big White,
there will be a battle with several myriads of men, and

officers of the ‘host’ will die.

87. LB, L B () Prds, J9AThe W[ 2]
L.

In general, when in battle, one must strike where the

92



ZHANG, “VENUS IN THE ASTROLOGY OF ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA AND CHINA”

banner points, then one will have achievements. One who
welcomes it [sc. Venus] or has it on the left will be

defeated.

(Horn - the shape of Venus -4 JEAK)

(Horn - a lodge or the shape of a star ff])

VAT 10218:
67. If Venus in her right horn a star comes close to her,

variant: ... there will be plenty in the land.

KAZAS, AR, . . EAEH.

68. If Venus in her left horn a star comes close to her,

variant: ... there will be misfortune in the land.

KHEZEM, AREEEL, 5. .. HEAE,

Rm.146 rev ii:

4.If in Ishtar’s right horn a star comes close to her: there
will be plenty in the land.

PR A A REE. EAEH.

5. If in Ishtar’s left horn a star comes close to her: there

will be misfortune in the land.

s e BiEE. EAAE.

8o. K BB (52%) .« MR, FILMRA, &
B AN ], BAEN, EAR.

If Great White (Venus, Dazzling Deluder (Mars) or the
Ploughing Star are red with horns, it is advantageous to
attack others, and the guest will win. If the guest does not
win, it is because it is acting as the host, and the host will

win.

w3 AT A, Z KA EE.
If its color is ... and horned, the guest will win. Big White

(Venus) is similar to this.

g MBI TLth, HEmE (ED Algi; Fma (ED

Rl ZX, e D 2 (B) B Gl KA
CED RlfpAE, Aama (B RfEsoRiE. OB
(MEF) 0000000000 () iR

ZF, HIAABIEM, R AR, A

AR WAaY, A, Ak (£).

B (AR DOO000.

In general, when observing the five colors:

If yellow and round, then excess;

If blue and round then sorrow, and misfortune and

disaster hurrying on.

Red and round, then the center is not peaceful;

White and round, then you will hear of blessing and
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reward.

Black and round then ...

Yellow and horned [sc. ‘with rays emanating from it'],
then struggle for territory;

Blue and horned, then the country will be afraid;

Red and horned, then our cities are encroached on;
White and horned, then one obtains the population.
Four horns: have success; five horns: take over the state;
seven horns: attack the king.

Black and horned, then ...

(Pincer/Horn - the shape of a constellation H -2 R

UZIN!

(Horn - alodge )

K.2346:
41. If the Scorpion’s pincers (lit.: horns) are twisted?: an

enemy will rise but will fall in war.

Wi B R A A . SOKES,  (HIBCT R

42. If the Scorpion’s pincers carry radiance: the king will
conquer his enemies, (......) because no star is seen [...]
W SR PR RO [ R ERMB IR (LD BIA

WA D

VG IEAREEREFT T EHIH, N
HERAHTT -

In the first month it (Venus) comes out at dawn in the east
with House for 224 days, then in the 8th month it goes in

at dawn in the east with Horn.,

19.5% () BRI ATy

(Saturn) Comes out with Horn in the east at dawn.

6.2.1 Venus with a beard (Pleiades)®

(Mane™ — a lodge 5 )

67 Cullen 2100, Tables 12 and 11.

68 Cullen 2100, Tables 12 and 11.

69 Reiner and Pingree (1998, 11) interpret Venus’s beard as the Pleiades.
Reiner and Pingree R s R CASERT 28 fa R G 2 1EEED.

70 Although “mane” does not match “beard” exactly, the two are both body hair. See the main article, Section 10.

bp, BUERE, ERWIAUFAEENN EENSERNER, BICENDRE &, 2 RIESCE .
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B

K.3601:

24. If Venus has a beard, Stars stand at her side, variant:
front — she is red and faint.
KEAH, BT, 8 §im- CRED
IR o

25. If Venus rises and has a beard: same (interpretation) —

she is red and very bright.
KEATH AL (F_ LR - dhRTm ..

K.2346
14. If Venus has a beard — in the West [...] stars stand with
her.

KEFRA -£075 .o BEHIL.

15. If Venus rises and has a beard — in the East similarly.

KEATH HAB-AERTT (F LD,

N.D. 4362:8. [If Venus] has a beard, Stars stand at her side,

variant: front, variant: she is red or somber.
(j\(llz_l) ﬁﬁﬂ2ﬁ7 Ej?ﬁ;%! EZ: ﬁﬁfﬁ7 gi: ﬁﬂj
1 B B

9. [Venus rises] and has a beard, ...

CKETH AZ......

57 LUV B R A0 — 1 HH U H A= 857 R
U VP - v AN

In the 8th month it (Venus) comes out at dawn in the east
with Axletree for 224 days, then in the 3rd month it goes
in at dawn in the east with Mane, with an over-run of 78

[days into the next year].

8. RHINHILT N] 2, BL=H SRR
It (Venus) is hidden for 16 days and 96 parts, then in the

3rd month it comes out at dawn in the east with Mane.

9. M= HEZF R AHT, —HHIUH, Pt H K
fR IANH]TT

In the 3rd month it (Venus) comes out at dawn in the east
with Mane for 224 days, then in the 1ith month it goes in

at dawn in the east with Winnower.

6.3 NIGIN go around, surround

(Go around 422 PYALIEZ)

71 Cullen 2011, Table 12.
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S WY R

VAT 10218:

65. If above Venus the Great Star (Jupiter) goes around
her, variant: stands: the angry gods will return to the land,
copious rains will fall, the crops of the land will succeed.
KAZEARE ORE) WS, B whir: BUsH
AUREIR B B -3, FEAR ORI ACKRE 22, o ) RS
Fi.

66. If above Venus a small star goes around her, variant:
stands: the gods will return to the land — break.

KAZ EANEESE, B uh3r: k(e b -
a2 )

Sm.1354:2 Venus at her appearance is surrounded by a net

of the rainbow.

X H I BURZAL A 0 = i

79 KEVNTED, Feie.
When Big White (Venus) is small and moves about, troops

will arise.

Bo/NAMERT, EikZ, AAKH, HE. MH
[fE] kAR LA, OTFO00000, 00000
KEARE, kz8mx, AFEMEE.

When Little White [sc. ‘Mercury’] comes from below or
from above and approaches it, but does not enter into Big
White, the army will be hurried. When Little White is
before or behind Big White, or to its left or right, ...
shields ... Big White has not arrived, or leaves it very

quickly, then the armies will depart from one another.

oo KEMODDOODOsE K D000 ME, 2
s,
When Big White is straw ... or it is on its ... it is about to

return, and lordship and honor will be increased.

oL K HBRER (A b2, LR,
When Big White (Venus) advances or retards but does not

leave [a location], the troops will be strong.

6.3.1 Venus and the Crowns 43 & Bl IE

6.4 Venus broadened by stars 424 %

6.6 TE (come close to, come near % 5 $1/T)

(Venus’s motion in relation to others G EMEBiEs)o

)

VAT 10218:

54. If Venus and ditto (Jupiter) come close: reign of

83. /N [ ARHKE, A%, HHI; KAW ()
H, BCERGR, S ) Pk (), BhaniiiE
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destruction (concerning) the king of Amurru. If Little White (Mercury) comes and approaches Big
KAF ditto (FEAE) AHiT: BEIRAIEIEL (%) White (Venus), and does not leave, the general will die; If
Rl 484 T, Big White’s ‘banner’ comes forth, the army will be
smashed and the general killed. Watch the direction in
63. If the Strange star comes close to Venus: within 6 which the ‘banner’ is directed, in order to decide which
months a despotic king will die, his land will enjoy army will be smashed.

abundant prices — the Strange star is Mars.

FEMIKA: NHNEERIL, MhiE Rz
TR R - 572 RKE

67. 68. If Venus ...... a star comes close to her ......

KH. L. .

K.148:21. Venus stands in the crown of the Sun, she comes
close to the Jaw of the Bull.

KAWL T RMERE N, thiE B CRAD.

K.3601rev 12
K.6021 rev 12

K.2226.21, 32

(B HIRZAIA) T, AL BE Similar ones; omitted. )
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7.1 & 7.2 Venus with a meshu/shabihu, or sirhu
(mirage?) EEMEE (BEAH)
7.3 Venus and a cross &2 R+FFAR

8 Venus and her secret place & 5 it 55 2%
HL R

9 Venus in the paths of Enlil, Anu, and Ea &8
EEARAPTR (55D

(Benefits of the states, reconciliation ERE

%’ 'ﬁ‘ﬁ]‘*ﬂﬁ)

(Division of the Fields or
Venus and correlated states 73%F)

(ERBIE, BRI state, battles)

D.T.47:

1. If Venus in the East and the West stands in the [path of
Enlil]: good for Akkad.

KEHZRITATE T, ST Enlil #HRR: Bk

7, 2L
T [F 52 78

2. If Venus in the East and the West stands in the [path of

Anu]: good for Elam.
KEWARTTMIETT, SELT Anu MEIRIE: BR2E

B

W

3. If Venus in the East and the West stands in the [path of

Ea]: good for Amurru.

RKEWHARTTPETT, B53LT Ea #HIRIE: Fatin

H

Bk

5 52

o

K.7936:

1. If Venus rises in the path of Ea: Amurru will prosper,

us KAGH, UHBHBHG, B5H . When
Great White (Venus) first comes out, observe its color on
the day of the state [in question]; when the color is

beautiful, there is victory.

u6. HHBEAmAR, Hiegg. =fik, HE [
B, BRERHH

When it (Venus) is only not visible on the day of that
state, its troops are weak. If it is like this three times, the
state can be attacked, and its general will inevitably be

captured.

uz. AWFLEIA, AT [fEH], OORAH#EH
Fepe: N—H, HEFTH, NHH, HEEH
H.

If it (Venus) goes in before fulfilling the [correct] count, or

if it goes in and then comes out again. The troops of the

state corresponding to the day when it goes in will die: if it
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Elam will come to ruin.

KEATHT Ba fHHGRIK: BaHan LR S 8, R4 [E

Kagvk.

2. If Venus rises in the path of Anu: prosperity of Elam.

KEATHT Anu MR R 2 E DA

3. If Venus rises in the path of Enlil: Akkad will prosper,
Elam will come to ruin.
KEATHT Enlil #E)RIR: F-REEER A, B2

LR

4. If Venus follows for six months the path of Ea and stops:
the gods will be reconciled with Amurru.

KEATT Ea RN H, 15 ok S =
Z o

5. If Venus follows for six months the path of Anu and
stops: the gods will be reconciled with Elam.

KEATT Anu MR H, 15 #5502 E %
o

6. If Venus follows for six months the path of Enlil, the
gods will be reconciled with Akkad.
KEATT Enlil #RIANANH, 5
[ % o

ok 5 B 1

7, If Venus becomes visible in the path of Ea: the king of

Amurru will have no rival.

goes in for one day, the troops will die in ten days; if it

goes in for ten days, the troops will die in a hundred days.

u8. HHHM A, UHKER; EHAIMmA, B
Z[HAF] . (&R Bk, U2 HA. &
Himikz, PAEHAR . ER&A5E, R,
THZRZE . wE2EE, B

If it becomes big on the day [corresponding to a given
state], then the day on which it becomes big is
advantageous [for that state]; if it becomes small on the
day [corresponding to a given state], then the day on
which it becomes small is disadvantageous [for that
state]. If it is a yang [period] on the day [corresponding to
a given state], then the yang days are advantageous [for
that state]. If it is a yin [period] on the day [corresponding
to a given state], then the yin days are disadvantageous
[for that state]. The first decade [of a month] is for yang
states, the middle decade is for central states, and the last
decade is for yin states. Examine the yin and yang, and

divine for the troops of that state.

1268k, AT (HE. M. B, AL Bzt &

&, M. 23 2Bt 8 E, Ol
Bath; g, Z=. MGl &E, BzGE, B
mb RS2,

[The states of ] Yue, Qi, Han, Zhao and Wei, are yang for
Jing and Qin; Qi is yang for Yan, Zhao and Wei; Wei is yang
for Hann and Zhao; Hann is yang for Qin and Zhao; Qin is

yang for the Di [tribes]. Prognosticate it by north and
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KEHIT Ea R BT E E F R E e g south, advance and retreat.
X

8, If Venus becomes visible in the path of Anu: the king of
Elam will have no rival.

RAHIT Anu #RI: 352 B 10K 80 520
Fo

9. If Venus becomes visible in the path of Enlil: the king of

Akkad will have no rival.
KEHEILT Enlil #HRI: B <48 E E ER %A
G Fo

10, If Venus does not change her position: the king of Elam
wherever he goes will conquer, the land will live in peace.
KEAAZALE . P22 [ [ FAT B AR T 7 HORE AL
SR =S s A

K.3601:

1-16 (the same as the above; omitted)
(116 F)FER_ETHIAHIE], A HK)

9.1 Venus has a “head” or a “rear” (or thigh)” & £ (Straddle 2%, Tail J& - lodges)

“%” (()%'” ﬁ “%”
-

72 “Venus has a head or rear” is thought (Reiner and Pingree 1998, 16) to indicate the direction of north or south. However,
the words might refer to the shapes and body parts of the constellations rather than simply directions. The body parts seem
to reflect an old extispicy practice during the Old Babylonian period. Many terms are found in the barutu, the “art of the
diviner” — the big collection of cuneiform tablets of extispicy omens from the documents of the Old Babylonian and Assyrian

times (Jeyes 1978, 1989). Also see the discussion on the constellations in the main text of this paper and Table 3.

Reiner and Pingree Wh “ERA Sk, R WReRIACNIE T . (HREE N NIX LR W] e
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D.T.47:

1. If Venus at her rising has a head: there will be a
despotic king in the land, Nergal will devour the land,
rains and floods will come, in the east she completes12/3
beru, she keeps getting higher toward the East, [(you may
say)] she has a head.

KA LTS A Sk ERARHE, Nergal (B KA K
wRE L, KMBERR R, TARITMTER T 12/3
beru (FEEFAL), MR HrEE ETF, (ATEATD
Ak

12.”2 If Venus at her rising has rear: epidemic among cattle
and horses, the market [...] fall of the army — she does not
complete 12/3 beru and she keeps going lower toward the
south, she stands in the West and completes 2 beru and
she keeps getting higher toward north, [(you may say)]

she has a [head], she does not complete 2 beru and she
keeps getting lower toward the West, she has a rear.
KALETAR: FoameE, £ .0 %
PARE — 1t KD A 568 1 2/3 beru (15 & HALIF B
H), WAREE T AT, WISAEPE T IR SR T 2 beru

4 CRAD BB (%) = [H] 505

[Saturn] Comes out with Straddler in the east at dawn.

2475 (L) [H] BRHEAET

[Saturn] Comes out with Tail in the east at dawn.

B FIGEHITEIEH, KAMHT, [HIfTa
gy, HHAR R [HAT K], N HHATA (X)
[aa] 2R, HAT—BEE/\EELAEH, N+ H T
w/EH, RAKRY, L-EHNH. Bi7atH,
A 5.

In the first year of the First Sovereign Lord of Qin, the first
month, Big White (Venus) came out in the east, and
moved 120 parts in a day. After 100 days, it increased
speed, and moved 1 du in a day, and after 6o days its
motion further increased its speed, and moved 1 du and
187 Y2 parts in a day, so that in 64 days it reached the sun,
and went in in the east at dawn. That is 224 days in all. It
moved immersed for 120 days, and came out at dusk in the

west.

FEAR R TR BB o XL BRI R ERIR 2 (B 45 Barutu) HORIEAARE, RBIELAE R
Mz N2 EARE ] — SRR . 2 HIESCHE.

73 Pay attention to “beru,” a measurement of about 30° in the sky. (Also see Reiner and Pingree 1998, 16). ¥+ & 5 44 1) £ FH

74 Cullen 2011, Table 11.

75 Cullen 2011, Table 11.

76 Pay attention to “du,” a measurement roughly equal to 365° in the sky (actually a year). 1 du is about 36.5°. In both
Babylonian and Chinese lines, an exact measurement is used, together with the movement of the planet in certain directions.

(Ref. Cullen 201, 201-203).
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(BD), ks dbmmrt (Rm s A —4
oo WA TR 2 beru, MARS: R VY TUT, A A
&

82-3-23,49 and dupl. K.2157
1. [If Venus?] becomes low toward the south: she has a

“rear.”

CRED 2N T g —A4 7,

12’ [Venus at her rising?] has a “head”

CRALTH A “k”

13’ [Venus at her appearance?] has a “rear”

CREAHID A 7

ND 4362: (shortened)

2, 4,17.Venus ... has a “head” ...

N S R S

3, 5. Venus ... has a “rear” ...

KHE..H B ..

ND 4362 rev i:
3’ If Ishtar at her rising has a “head” [...]

s BT <3k L

1327 KAWPE 7 [HAT—FEEa/)\t++t4], [AH]
fraitk, HAT LR ZANTH: TH(C)m
&, HATHMY, ANTUHMmAT, LY
H.

When Great White (Venus) comes out in the west, it
moves 1 du and 187 parts in a day. After 100 days its motion
becomes slower, and in a day [it moves] 1 du so as to wait
for it for 60 days. Then its motion becomes slower still, so
that in a day it moves 4o parts, and in 64 days it goes in in

the west. That is 224 days in all.

77 Pay attention to “du,” a measurement roughly equal to 365° in the sky (actually a year). 1 du is about 36.5°. In both
Babylonian and Chinese lines, an exact measurement is used, together with the movement of the planet in certain directions.

(Ref. Cullen 201, 201-203).
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4’ If Ishtar at her [rising has a “rear”]: epidemic among

horses, [...]

P LT BT BRI

8 If Venus at her rising has a “head” — [she rises] in the
East in the path of [Anu?] and goes higher toward the
path of Enlil.

KEEFRA K7 —FFART7. % (Anu
2D AL [ Enlil #ESUE T

9’ If Venus at her appearance has a “head” — [she rises] in
the West in the path of [Anu?] and goes higher toward the
path of Enlil.
KAMBA “Kk” - GbTHE) EP507 I
(Anu #1? D fI4UK. [ Enlil #1905 E 7T

10’ If Venus at her rising has a “rear” — [she rises] in the
East in the path of [Enlil?] and goes lower? toward the
path of Ea.
KALTHA 87 - GbTHE) ERT7 I
(Enlil #? ) B [ Ea #1H) SR T FE

1’ If Venus at her appearance has a “rear” — [she rises] in
the West in the path of Enlil and goes lower? toward the
path of Ea.
KEWIRA B - THE) ElTr. &
Enlil #1405, 7] Ea #EJQUR FFE (2 ).
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K.2346:39. If the Scorpion’s front is turned toward it
“thigh”: oil will be scarce in the land.
R Wy B I T ey e ) AR A R A

A,

9.2 Venus goes higher 4 /£ Ft 15

(Venus is higher or goes high % & £ = A B A 15D

VAT 10218:

10. [If Venus ... toward her front]: in the middle of the year
Adad will beat down — she goes higher toward her front.
KR SR BA AR e K - i B4
A -

1. [If Venus at her appearance stands halving the sky]:
Adad will beat down the harvest of the land, [the land]
will see good fortune, there will be fine peace in the land.
PN E B v avN-=TE TR TP AN sl M E PN S
HERE, B, Baaer.

12. [If Venus goes higher toward the culmination]: [...]
rains will cease, variant: come — she goes higher [quickly
to a position not her own].

KA EH A . T, B BE - bk b
T (EAAE TR ED.

K.148:6. If Venus is suddenly high — from the time she
becomes visible she quickly goes progressively higher —
she disappears toward front ‘to the end, ‘at her
appearance, ‘flickers like fire, Yoke/Jupiter, Ferry/Jupiter,
above her a great star/Jupiter goes around. (Omitted some

notes within the sentence.)

95. [KEILH AT Afrks, B, mUlPE; L
vaTs Ak, B LR

When Big White comes out in the east, it is the breaking
of yin, and its lowness or highness are measured at first
light. When it comes out in the west, it is the breaking of

yang, and its highness or lowness are measured at dusk.

96 FLUGH, 1TFT, SeEd: b, Sedbs HORSR. H
FrOoooooooooood

When it first comes out, if it moves south, troops in the
south; if north, troops in the north. If it turns back, it is

also thus. When it is about to go up ...

g7. [, F] SR A NS B8, AR kAT
N BUEIABEA NS

When the star is high, troops may enter deeply into the
territory of others; when the star is low, use troops
shallowly, and go back to being the host; when raising

troops one is unable to enter the territory of others.

o8 H 5 b, Fligte., HiEW, EIAR, UBOO
0000000 0000000FE —F, FifEE
F, b aEH AR,

When it is about to go up, it is advantageous to raise
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KA TR L TH— M I 2 bRk b T — a7
MR CER, AEMIIT, BRI, R
BOORE, BEREBRE, bz B —BRAE

(RE) 5.

K.g601 rev 4o. If Venus as soon as she rises goes

progressively higher: (rains from the sky) floods from the

springs will cease — like Mars she keeps changing her light.

REAPE ETF: R ACHRHS 11— R KR A
AL -

K.229:53. If Ishtar is suddenly high: in winter there will be

much cold, in summer great heat.

PPUEERAT iy KA RB R, BB

troops. When its path is delayed, the place it delays in is
not advantageous. By the yang ... positioned in one
direction, then where it is positioned corresponds to
advantage, but the lesser or more empty is not

advantageous.

(Venus changing positions, appearing and disappearing

SRME. BRAE)

Planet appearing or disappearing before or after the time
expected, motions of the planet SEHE. KE IE

)|

VAT 10218:
107. If Venus turns back, variant: changes, her position:

[there will be] incursions of robbers.

KEARKE, B AAHRAE: KA EERA.

108. If Venus changes her position: a great army of the
land, variant: my army will gather for a campaign, the
dynasty will change, reign of hostilities.
KAZHAE: BEROKSZEN, 5 RZE,
KRG, PR AZ, SO HHIEL

109. If Venus in her month changes her position: rains

69. KHZEILIFH A H &, BRI AR R AR (5)
£

If Big White (Venus) comes out before its time, that makes
a lunar eclipse. If it comes out after its time that makes a

Celestial Portent or a Broom Star/Comet.

70 R [ELHTIH, REAMA, @EkE, K] H
Wle, PrEz BT, EHmAL, aEZES. BEA
AN, KT ES, FFA 5, e BIRX.
If it (Venus) comes out when it should not yet come out,
or goes in when it should not yet go in, this is called

‘missing its lodge. Troops will rise up in the empire, and
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from the sky, floods from the springs will cease.

KATHAAZMAIE: KRB/,

no. If Venus stands, variant: rises standing, in the position
of the month: the king’s land will rebel against him.
KBS, B w52 BTF, fEHAm AL EER
bR SR T A

1. If Venus rises standing in a position not of her own,
variant: standing in her position ...... there will be rise of
an enemy army, variant: rise of hostilities, in the land,
women will ... their men, variant: the king’s land will rebel
against him, variant: the land [...].

KA LT SLTARRALE, B 35T HAL. 8%
K%, B EAETE X, 0ok, T 5
Ao B FERE AR T, 8 FAt..

12. If Venus [...] and changes her position: rains from the

sky, floods from the springs [...]
KAZHALE: RIBK..,

K.3601 rev:

35. If Venus stands in not her (own) position: attack of an
enemy army, variant: attack of hostilities will be in the
land, women will give births to (their?) men, the king’s
land will revolt against him, that land will be abandoned —
she stands in front of the Field, variant: [she ...] in the
path of [...]

KAAERLL: AR, B E ST

the corresponding country will be lost. If it does not come
out when it should come out, that is called ‘waiting to
plot. If it does not go in when it should go in, the empire
will rest its troops, and in the fields there will be troops
making peace. The corresponding state will be greatly

unfortunate.

76. DR, TFFEE, SFEX. SRR ERE, (&
BLIG) FAH R (). SRR

... not yet come out, the troops that are at rest are
fortunate, and those that are hurried are unfortunate. He
who raises troops first will be damaged; he who raises
troops later will suffer disaster. If one gains territory, it will

be given back.

77 ARG HAERS, AR Z e, WIERHT, BT,
%, W, A RO, WEE, Hek; [H 51
ZH] .

When a general is in the field, he must watch to see where
the Bright Star (Venus) is situated. If the Bright Star is
ahead, go ahead with it. If the Bright Star is to the rear, go
to the rear with it. The troops have great ... If the Bright

Star is to the left, go left with it. [If right, go right with it.]

90 KAMDOOODDDNER ODDOKER, &
T,
When Big White is straw... or it is on its ... it is about to

return, and lordship and honor will be increased.
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i, WA, EEM SRR T, ik
WO FF - MshfE RS (R 287, 2 i fE..
R A8k

37. If Venus changes her position: the prince’s officials will
revolt against him, rains and floods will cease, attack of
KAZRHNE: ETHIBENR S, AR, ..

ARl

38. If the position of Venus is “complete”: the gods will
have pity on the land, there will be rains from the sky,

floods from the springs, ditto.

RKABNEAL, FR R E L, KmK.

39. If Venus keeps changing her position: campaigns of

the enemy, ... she goes progressively lower.

KAMERGALE: BICRALE, .. RIRRT

(e

K.2153:

1. If Venus [becomes steady] in the morning: strong winds

[...]
KA (FE) TR: A

2. If Venus [...]: attack of the enemy [...]

KA. N

D.T.47:4. If Venus remains steady in the morning: people

ol K BRI (&) 9B 25, H i,
When Big White advances or retards but does not leave [a

location] , the troops will be strong
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of all lands will eat plenty food, enemy kings will make

KATR, f&: TAEXARFERLER, WEHE
BEHORATP ...
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10 Venus and the KI.GUB (a certain position on

the horizon)™

SENFE e R

(The Twelve Designated Positions or twelve

chen)™ “t— E”ﬁ[ﬁ

VAT 10218:
106. Venus changes her position for g months in the East,

for g months in the West.

KA HWERTTRGRAE, LA AT .

(VAT 10218:107, 108, 109, 110, 111: . 75 See above section)

K.3601rev:

45. If Venus (for) one month, two months enters into the
Moon and does not come out at the neomenia she
disappears with Moon, at neomenia she enters into the
Moon and disappears, she is not seen for one month, two
months.

KAANAHF—NH, ZAH, #BARIAH, FHA
—EHEK, BAR, AR, S H s
HAN.

73 e BB, A EB, AR LT, HEIB. 205
g, BEBAT 2 PRI, BB (2] . OO8%ER
o

If it (Venus) comes out and reaches wu, there will be a
state with a [true] king. If it goes past wei and reaches wu,
there will be a state with a hegemon. If it comes from the
west, the yin state has it; if it comes from the east, the

yang state has it. ... do not range an army.

ng KA, BB [HE, Tt L
ME, fEHA) 2B, BB 5, R R )

If Big White (Venus) comes out in chen, yang states will be
harmed. If it comes out in si, border territory will be lost;
if it comes out on the south-east diagonal [between chen
and s{] , and is on the yang of sun and moon, the general
of a yang state will be harmed. If it is on the yin, it is

advantageous.

78 Reiner and Pingree (1998, 18) suggest that KI.GUB is a planet’s or star’s position on the horizon, and in some cases, in its

relation to the fixed stars.

it KLGUB 52547 A BT 28 EROSE— M E, ALiREEMEA K.

79 “12-chen” likely means the positions related to the 12 stations of Jupiter. But probably it is only an abstract position on a

astrolabe instrument for a diviner (see the main text of this paper). There is no exact parallel of a such system in Babylonian

practices. However, the KI.GUB is mysterious enough for me to put the 12-chen here for a comparison.

“12 JR” RIGIRS B ORE) o FAEMRHRRAE, EEWRRZ S MIEHRE LR RO E

CILIESCIT )
J&, FrU BRI = FH I .

Btk R b E 2 FER RS, H2, BTN KLGUB FZEI 1A E A NKAEE] 12
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47.If Venus disappears, she is not seen.

KAME, Ao

48.1f Venus by herself is perfect: there will be upheaval in
the land — she is noble, she did not disappear, she rose and
was standing all day.

KAFER: FERAEL -2 s, dch ek,
W TR I S R — R

K.35:
14. Venus appears and changes her position.

PNEREYPIS iAo

15. Venus appears and her position is complete.

KAWL, EEHAL

16. Venus's position is red. Mars stands with her.

KAMEAR. FE CKE) 5HIFL.

17. Venus'’s position is green. Saturn stands with her.

KAMEZ. HE (R 5HIFL.

K.229:

1. If Ishtar remains steady in the morning: enemy kings
will become reconciled, the people of the entire land will
eat abundant bread.

PHPUEE T RORFASE : SO EEA R Z 00, [H K
AEEMEY.

120 K [HERAR], 2B GEE)LHN, ERAE: 17
o, FEN, AR

If Big White comes out in xu and goes in in wei, this is
called ‘encroaching on the warp of earth and breaking the
diagonal cords of heaven’; if its motion goes too far, it will
make the state small; there will be fierce troops and

generals will be many.

2L KEH TR, BBE: [HH, Tt i)
M, FEHHAZE, GBS, EHE R ]

If Big White comes out in wei, yang states will be harmed.
If it comes out in shen, border territory will be lost; if it
comes out on the south-west diagonal [between wei and
shen] and is on the yang of sun and moon, the general of a
yang state will be harmed. If it is on the yin, it is

advantageous.

w2 KA T, BEBG: W2, T ()ih; W
vadeAE, EHHZEE, BBIZEE, EHEH.
If Big White comes out in xu, yin states will be harmed. If
it comes out in hai, border territory will be lost; if it comes
out on the north-west diagonal [between xu and ha(] and
is on the yin of sun and moon, the general of a yin state

will be harmed. If it is on the yanyg, it is advantageous.

123 [HRAHOO0O; KAHTH, TR (F)
M, HEACHE, EHAZEZ, R ¥, EF
HEH e, R2RG.
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36. If Ishtar is surrounded by a halo: there will be

lamentation in the land, epidemic among cattle.

PHPEE GBI Al R A M, AR

41. If Ishtar in the month of Sililiti rises at sunrise and
Sulpae (Jupiter) passes her behind her: there will be
dearth.

PUESAE sililiti A T H ], R A
AR

2%

48. If Ishtar, at her appearance, a star ... her: there will be

an army in the land.

VRS I, AR EDR A ZERA .

K.229 rev.

27. If at Ishtar’s right side the Twins stand for two days: the
land of Guti will see misfortune in two years.
PS5 B A L S R HARE (Gut)
BT aEEEAE.

28. If at Ishtar’s right side the Twins stand for three days:
the land of Guti will see misfortune in three years.

PP AEX T B AL L =R 5 HEE (Guti)
BT =R

If it comes out in chen and goes in in chou ... If Big White
(Venus) comes out in chou, border territory will be lost; if
it comes out on the north-east diagonal [between chou
and yin] and is on the yin of sun and moon, the general of
a yin state will be harmed. If it is on the yang, it is
advantageous. If it comes out in yin, yin states will be

harmed.

124, KAWM TN, mEOOO0O®EZHE, (B
B 18] 2k, BRI,

When Big White (Venus) comes out in you and goes in in
mao, and troops ... on the south of the accompanying

(?) ..., the yang state will win; on the north of the

accompanying, the yin state will lose.

127 RAHER R, ABLHKR], E2A%.
Big White (Venus) normally comes out in chen and xu,
and goes in in chou and wei. Observe it and it does not

miss.

(Venus at sunrise, sunset, dawn, midday 4 /& H I & -

Hii, Hik, 2], thag)®

8o This section shows the specific positions such as sunrise, sunset, dawn, and midday. It seems close to the ten named days.

AN R MBS TR ER T, . Hilt Bk,

B

EN

111
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K.229:
46. If Ishtar rises at sunset and passes Sulpae (Jupiter):

there will be famine.

PPEETHERE H N 7y, JFBEAR: KA.

47. If Ishtar becomes visible at midday: there will be
confusion in the land, epidemic among cattle.

PPERELE PR L [ b EAAERAL, AR A R
o

K.229 rev:

3. [If Ishtar rises at dawn (or at sunset) at sunrise (or at
sunset): mother] will bar her [door to her daughter]
[BRPREETHEMZRY] (2. HyE) Hift (8 H
) By BERDRLEZOLHTT)

5. [If Ishtar rises in winter (or: in summer) at sunset (or: at
sunrise): hostile kings will become reconciled], there will
be obedience in the land.

URPEESEEA R (s WR) THEEERT (K H
TH: AECEIE EATR AR, B AR IR

6. [If Ishtar rises in winter at sunrise and does not set]:
there will be obedience and peace in the land.

[P PUEEAE AR THE T H iy ELASRETR ] s
ARG FF-

7. [If Ishtar rises in winter at sunset and does not set]: the

mood of the land will change.

125 H&Z, [KAJEHIL, ZHD, BB,
FoOENE, BB 2o <®2-AHH, EHRK
ors 2B MOMEH B, 2B

On the day of winter solstice, if Big White (Venus) is to the
north of the sun, up to the division of day and night [sc.
‘[spring] equinox’], the yang state will win. If at spring
equinox it is to the south of the sun, the yang state will
win. If at summer solstice it is to the south of the sun, up
to the equinox, the yin state will win. If at autumn

equinox it is to the north of the sun, the yin state will win.

w8 LAk, JLHPESE, AT (0] R(BK), PE75
2o FIRER A2 5 () 29 (), HAT:
fii

Its season is autumn. Its days are geng and xin. The place
of the moon is inclined to the west. The states of the west
have it. It is in charge of celestial righteousness. It brings
further disaster to uncivilized states. The punishment is

loss of the army.
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[P PUEEAEA R TR T H 3w AR BN
IFEREREE G

8. [If Ishtar rises in summer at sunrise: the mood of the
land will change] the Lamasu demon will seize infants.
[P PUEEAE R THE T H i A RIS 205 A 2
2] Lamasu JBE TR S P22 7% o

9. [If Ishtar rises in summer at sunset and does not set]:
obedience and peace.

[ PGB AE R THE T HVE I 20 9F HARRR]: iR
JAF-
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11 Venus and color (and direction)

(Fortune, war, rains)

SENPE (FJ5H)

Colors and motions of the planet (and

direction) (War, fortune)

S BHENES) (5D

VAT 10218:

13. [If Venus at her appearance is red: (abundance for the

people)], the harvest in the land will succeed, the king of

Akkad will experience [joy] — the east wind blows.
CRAMBN 2780 RAFER, FEEaE

e, B2 R R IR AR AR — 2R X

14. [If Venus at her appearance is black: Enlil] will glare
angrily [at the land], in the land business will be poor [...]
— the south wind blows.

CRAH I 226 Enlil #05 R0, Bk
HANE - B R

15. [If Venus at her appearance is white]: there will be
drought in the land [...], the north wind blows.

CREAHIE 2 A BEa S - ok,

16. [If Venus at her appearance is green:...] there will be

famine in Amurruy, [...] — the west wind blows.
CRAWHBIN 240 D P ER AL

A

i
L —

i

IR o

17. [If Venus at her appearance is green and red]: there will

be upheaval in the land, [...]
CRA MBI 22 EAMR ) EHRATL...

s2. LTt HIBRMEKZ A, HEFTIRHLZ4E,
Oooooooooooooooooooood
Ot

In general, prognosticating from the five colors: when
black, it is a year of waters [sc. ‘floods’]; when blue it is

thereupon a year of great starvation, ...

q2. 780, MTZBIRZ At VT BRI,
B, 2B B, RTZBAZ,
T, BRI .

If there are red rays, the states of the south benefit from it.
If there are white rays, the states of the west benefit from
it. If there are black rays, the states of the north benefit
from it. If there are green rays, the states of the east
benefit from it. If there are yellow rays, the states of the

center benefit from it.

86. KAFOEEOOO (] &8 (H), &4
H. OO0O0O0O

Big White (Venus) shield ... [the lodge?] Gullet. Moving
troops ... colored yellow and round, troops will not be

used ....

oa. UL L8, FL3E M A (H) RlgR; Him & (E) R
B, X ) 2 [38; AR E (B) RIS [
B (H) AR5, 2 (& (H) i 000000
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18. [If Venus wears the crown of rainbow ...]

KA ..

K.148:
10. If Venus wears a black crown — [Saturn] stands in front
of her.

KHABEE - HE) LT HAT

1. If Venus wears a white crown — Jupiter stands in front

of her, [...] great
KA®E - L8 ORE) SLTHAT.

12. If Venus wears a green crown — Mars stands in front of
her.

KARETE - 2 (A

<

T AT

13. If Venus wears a red crown — Mercury stands in front of
her.

KA - /KB T HAHT

14. If Venus wears a rainbow crown — a rainbow lies

crosswise in front of her.

PNEL RN X i a1

K.9493:

14’ [If Venus ...] is .... (with) white and black [...]

CKBED . FEf®E,

15’ [If Venus ...] is .... (with) black, variant: red, green,

OO00. [#) ARz s 750 B
IR RO < 3> 3 A A RIEHR, WUME

U,

=i (AR 0000

In general, when observing the five colors:

If yellow and round, then excess;

If blue and round then sorrow, and misfortune and
disaster hurrying on.

Red and round, then the center is not peaceful;
White and round, then you will hear of blessing and
reward.

Black and round then ...

Yellow and horned [sc. ‘with rays emanating from it'],
then struggle for territory;

Blue and horned, then the country will be afraid;

Red and horned, then our cities are encroached on;
White and horned, then one obtains the population.
Four horns: have success; five horns: take over the state;
seven horns: attack the king.

Black and horned, then ...

7 RO A8, BB, iz, & ORZ

Bz, [ [T (P&, ®ERHE, hZ
B, W AL, X

When it comes out in the east, it is Virtue. In beginning

affairs, what goes to the left welcomes it: fortunate. What

goes to the right turns its back on it: unfortunate. When it

comes out in the west it is Punishment. In beginning

affairs, what goes to the right turns its back on it:
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black, green [...]
(j(EI) “es ;FD; E‘ZZ /iﬁ:\‘s 2;—}%’ ’ é%o
16’ [If Venus’s] rear? is [...] (with?) white and black [...]

CRED WRERE (7)) . BME.

K.35:
16. Venus's position is red. Mars stands with her.

KAMER. FE CKE) SHFL.

17. Venus'’s position is green. Saturn stands with her.

KEAMES. HE (BB 5HIFS.

VAT 10218:
114. If Venus stands in her position at the South: rains will

be scarce in the land.

KASTHAAER: FER R

115. If Venus stands in her position at the North: rains will

be continual in the land.

KESLTHAAENL: [FRIE R AT .

116. If Venus stands in her position at the East: rains will be

continual in the land.

RKAMTHAAELR: ERER AT

117. If Venus stands in her position at the West: rains will

be scarce.

KA T HAAED: ERGERN

fortunate. What goes to the left welcomes it: unfortunate.

BAREARARTT, BivAatH, HoN+HHAE, K
ANTHAE, B, BEARL B FAPET R
H, HAazks, Haz5. 05, B, 8.
When Great White goes in at dawn in the east, and moves
immersed for 120 days, 60 days of it are yang, and 6o days
of it are yin. When it comes out of yin, it is favorable for
the yin [state] to attack, and it will win in battle. When it
goes in in the west and is hidden for 20 days, a decade of it
is yin and a decade of it is yang. When it comes out of
yang, it is favorable for the yang [state] to attack, and it

will win in battle.

BOCUFF B}, M (8) 7606, PEEME: 7630,
HEMs My (H)) ek, AEBE fER, FE

) (F7) — B, R < AR > gk, HONBIRIE . 3
(Fj) =P, seqnge, HRuM. [H =]F, Rz
(#), ®FH 0000000000 =LA (),
5T 32 AR; ANRERE, IEE LT, Hoimer.

... the general must fight. If it is in the west, the western
army wins; in the east, the eastern army wins. If it is in the
north, the northern army wins; in the south, the southern
army wins. If there is one fortification, it will be pressed as
if by long spears; below it armor will be worn to court. If
there are two fortifications, they will be pressed as if by
short spears; below it there will be flowing blood. If there
are three fortifications, they will be pressed as if by iron

hoes; corresponding to it ... if one attacks the flank, one
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K.3601:
41. If Venus becomes visible in the North: the gods will be

gracious to Akkad.
KARFIL: PRI br R .

42. If Venus visible in the West: the gods will be gracious to

Amurru.

KAKFPE: WA SRIT T = .

43. [If Venus becomes visible] in the East: [the gods will be

gracious to ...]

KAWTZR: R,

44. [If Venus becomes visible] in the South: [the gods will

be gracious to ...]

KEWTH: MR,

K.3601 rev:46. If Venus is red, at her appearance the south

wind blows.

KA, U R R

will win and obtain blessings; if one is unable to, face
directly to the front, and the general will make a blood

sacrifice.

95. (KR M H T AIbe, B @LLFHIEE; Hi
vaTs AdBs, B LR

When Big White comes out in the east, it is the breaking
of yin, and its lowness or highness are measured at first
light. When it comes out in the west, it is the breaking of
yang, and its highness or lowness are measured at dusk.

H

>N

96 AR, 17F, fEg: b, fedbs HURITRAR.
7 EO0000000o0oooo

When it first comes out, if it moves south, troops in the
south; if north, troops in the north. If it turns back, it is

also thus. When it is about to go up ...
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12 Venus's light, brightening, and obscurity 4
B, Bl B

K.2226:19. Venus is dimmed at her right side.

KA AT o

K.2226:20. Venus is dimmed at her left side.

K A LM o

VAT 10218:2 Venus — her light is terrifying (?)

KA -HIEwH (2 )

K.800:8 Venus flashes and her light falls on the earth.

KEAWEE, JEH

D.T.47:6. Venus — at her appearance, her light is as smoky

as fog.
KHE - B, Stunman s

VAT 10218:89. Venus does not appear in the sky.
KEBEA TR

ND 4362:23. She is surrounded by a green design.

a2 O B RE B A St

88.CLORH, FTLAR (1) %, A& HAEE; W
, w. RE, EUE00000000F
£ 000, s, HE, Reamx200d, A
5 o

When armies have been deployed, to know whether guest
or host will win: if the guest’s star is white and brilliant, or
yellow and brilliant, the guest will win. If blue and black
are mixed, the guest is what is called ... called the
Ploughing Star.... The Year Star, and the Garrison Star: if

their color is like the guest’s star, the host will win.
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13 Venus and Gender 42 114 5

(Female and Male FHPH/4t4t)™

K.3601 rev.

31. Venus appears (KUR) in the East and is female.

KEAWMARTT, 2LPEr (H? O,

32. Venus appears (IGI) in the West and is male.

KEAWMPETT, 2SR (FH? D,

K.2346:57. In the East Venus the Bow star ... in heaven and

earth — the Red star (Mars) Makru, Mercury (is) male or

female, in the East Venus or Mercury or Jupiter is very

bright.

KA G ERBET R o SER A - 755 T
CREMA), KEL O 55 ), KABR

B BRI ARH WIS,

so. [KFABERE RS, KATER, AL LT, aH
fodt, R KA, BREERTT, Ful
e

When Big White [Venus] meets with the Year Star, with
Big White in the south and the Year Star in the north, this
is called ‘female and male. The harvest of grain will ripen
greatly. If Big White is in the north, and the Year Star is in
the southern direction, sometimes one will have a harvest,

and sometimes not.

81 Although yin and yang also mean female and male in a very general sense, “pin” 4t. and “mu” 41: are normally used for

female and male animals.

BIR CPAR” BEANAT L, XA HREH T CAtAt”, W TR, LEERE R
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14 Venus rises and descends

(State F 1) & B FF-RITRE

Motion of the planet upward or downward

(War, military strategy)
B BT (F3)

VAT 10218:4. [If Venus (...)] is suddenly (sursurtu) high —
SUR.SUR [in winter there will great cold], in summer, heat
— [...] she rises quickly and sets quickly, [...] she is

bright ..., [...] reduction of the land.

KA. FEIRFEE - SURSUR (XK MAEHFEA), H
Ky B - W ETHROCTFRRDE, T
Rt/ T

K.229:29. If Ishtar descends to the horizon dimly and sets:

[..]
PR R TP 2R, BER, 5 F: ..

K.3601rev 47. If Venus disappears, she is not seen

KAWMEK, AW

92. 2?7 H, —LE—F, HTHER
If the star (Venus) jumps about, going up and going down,

below it prices will increase.

95 [KEILH AT Afrks, B, mUlPE; L
vaT5 AdBs, B LR

When Big White (Venus) comes out in the east, it is the
breaking of yin, and its lowness or highness are measured
at first light. When it comes out in the west, it is the
breaking of yang, and its highness or lowness are

measured at dusk.

ZN

96 HUG Y, TR, Ferg; b, fedbs HRIPA

o N

7 _Foooooooooo ooo
When it (Venus) first comes out, if it moves south, troops
in the south; if north, troops in the north. If it turns back,

it is also thus. When it is about to go up ...

7. [, FI] Se AR BB, IS HkAE
N; B SEABEA A

When the star (Venus) is high, troops may enter deeply
into the territory of others; when the star is low, use
troops shallowly, and go back to being the host; when
raising troops one is unable to enter the territory of

others.
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o8 KTy L, FliEte. HEW, WA, ULBO0
O0000000000000#FE —JF, HiEE
A, DEE AR

When it (Venus) is about to go up, it is advantageous to
raise troops. When its path is delayed, the place it delays
in is not advantageous. By the yang ... positioned in one
direction, then where it is positioned corresponds to

advantage, but the lesser or more empty is not

advantageous.
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TABLE 2.

Table 2A: Direction, Color, the Sun, the Moon, the Planets, Gods, Division — Babylonia 1000—-700 BCE

82

Direction Color Wind Planets Months, Gods Day Division
731 L) ! TE A~ H VAL gl
East Red East wind Venus or Feb.Jun.Oct. — > 75 > + (1,2) Elam
7R AN EX Mercury Ea, Ishtar, Nebo #H=
EEBCKE R s o R
South Black South Jupiter or Jan. May. Sept. — > 71 ° J1, (3, 4) Akkad
5 Wind Saturn Anu Enlil, Ningishzida, Negal fo[ 1
P X REHLE  PIOCESRR - TE
iR FRIEIR
West Green Westwind ~ Mars or Mar. Jul. Nov. = > £ > +—  (5,6) Amurru
[is] 4 7EX Venus Sin, Shamash, Adad (S|
KEBEZE UL It PTATE
North White North (Jupiter) Apr. Aug. Dec.lt > J\ » += (7,8) Subartu / Guti
it H Wind (RE) Ninib, Marduk, Sibitti FERE
aeR JEJEAf » B/ - FIEE b
iz

Center Rainbow, (9,10)
? Green and

Red

FAT

ZRRIZL

82 The days here are randomly chosen. Jastrow mentions that the days in a month are also assigned to places/states, but does

not specify which.
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Table 2B: Direction, Color, the Sun, the Moon, the Planets, Gods, Division — China ~475 BCE

Direction Color Wind- Planets Months, Gods Days Lords/Gods Division
J31E B Season T2 A~ H F /5 STEFH
R-FT
East Blue Xie-Spring  Jupiter  Jan. Feb. Mar. Jiayi Qinggan East; Qj,
R H - KE — = FHZ or1, (Goumang)/Xi  Dongyi
(%)  Zou,Ru,Bing 2 FHiz (B | JRER T
W > 40> fim il IRHK
South Red Wei- Mars Apr. May. Jun. Bingding Zhudan South; Chu,
2] AN Summer K a7 N AT (Zhurong) / Jia Nanyi
= (7%7)  Yu, Gao, Qie ors, 4 R (PR [ mEEd 2
% B B AR
West Yellowor  Yi- Venus Jul. Aug. Sept. Gengxin  Huangnan West; Qin,
75 White Autumn  £E )0 pEag (Rushou) / Xiyi
=] #=-Fk (&XH) Xiang, Zhuang, ors, 6 Yi PEEL s &
Xuan s (500 [ PR
LER N
North Black Yi-Winter =~ Mercury Oct. Nov. Dec.t, Ren gui Xuanming/ North; Wei,
it -4 KE 1 R s 3= Yuan Yue
(fRE)  Yang Gu,Tu orz,8 sz (Z5) [ JtE: 3
PH, %, 7% 58 i ?)
Middle Yellow Saturn  Fuxi Nuwa Wuji /X - /Houtu Center; Wei,
i B T2 Rk [ — | JEL Han
(HE) or 9,10 s 1
(7))
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TABLE 3.

The Star Names of the Babylonian and Chinese Constellations

Category Babylonian 36 (47) Stars Chinese 28 Lodges
il EEEEAS 36 (47) B hE =4\ B
ca. 2000-1100 BCE ca. 475-433 BCE
Agriculture Plow (Plough) & Plow® Fff &2
A\l Crowd 73 A, Hired farm laborers J& T_ Harvester/*Crowd Gathering 2%
Scimitar/Crook Z J] /4 Winnower %, Net 2
Scales T/ KT Dipper 3}-
Wagon ZF, Yoke Axletree/Cart ¥2/%F
Archer 55iF, Bow =, Arrow i Spread/Draw a bow 7k (=)
Cold &% (A {) Willow #J]
Field HHH#, Furrow BE Well -
Shepherd 7 A, Old man or charioteer % A BT
Body Parts Bull's Jaw 2~ & Gullet JT
BARERAL Kidney & Stomach &
KI.GUB fF Heart /[
the Yoke %% Straddler/Straddle Z=
the Finger 15 Tail &
the Thigh® & Mane &7

Beak %5 /Il
Wing 2

Horn 74

83 This is not one of the 28 Lodges. Liu (2004) thought it was a variant name for a planet.
84 Cullen’s translation is before “/”; my translation is after “/”.

85 KI.GUB, the Yoke, the Finger, and the Thigh are shared terms in both Babylonian astrology and extispicy.
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Category Babylonian 36 (47) Stars Chinese 28 Lodges
el EEELA 36 (47) 2% HE=+/EE

ca. 20001100 BCE ca. 475-433 BCE
Lady Lady % Woman /2%
[ Exalted lady {522

Animals Z/%)  Bull 4 > Mad dog J5f > Goat LLI=F > Eagle & > [pig = Ox 4~
of] agod t#%& » Serpent it » Crab 5% > Swallow
# > Fox Jl ; Lion Jlif or Great dog X¥5 ° Raven &%
TS > swamp-pig(?) #LJ& > Scorpion 45 > Panther-griffin

$J-¥%E75 > Fish # > Dog ¥4 » Fish-goat f4=F > Deer

JEE
Buildings Palace Gate =[] House &
EEER Doorjambs A [ JiIHE Barrens/Ruined building [
the Ridge K Chamber ZFE
the Top Tiil Rooftop &
Middle §1[g] Wall B¥
Base 5k Base (of a house) EX;
Others Great Twins A XX~ Triaster/Tri-stars 5
HE King £ Ghost 52
Star of stars 2 7 & Stars &
Great One K— Great One* K—/K—
Twins XX~

Lesser twins /NYX -~

City of Eridu /RELEB Z I

86 These body-part terms are found in the Babylonian extispicy.

87 This star is not one of the 28 Lodges.
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Table 4A: Babylonian Month Names and 36-Star Names

Mon. Name 12 Stars of 12 Stars of 12 Stars of Elam Others 12 Constellations of the
EEsEH Akkad Amurru B2 B HEHHE  Zodiac
%4 PR 2 e 2 ~1200 BCE ~1200 BCE EHETE
~1800 BCE ~1200 BCE ~1200 BCE ~600 BCE
1 Nisannu Plow Field -- Hired farm Aries /[ Ram

i ONE FH 3 laborer, H=F

) Scimitar or

Crook
BT - R

2 Airu Lady of Old man or Star of stars Bull of Taurus /

Heaven Charioteer BEVEE Heaven Bull &4

PN NPT R
3 Simanu Shepherd Serpent Bull’s jaw Lesser twins Gemini /

(KON i a0 /N Twins Y5
4 Duuzu - Arrow Lion or Great dog Crab Cancer / Crab 3

i e &

5 Abu Wagon Great twins Twins City of Eridu ~ Leo /Lion

7 RXF- NGE 15 BRI W5
6 Ululu ? (Yoke %) Kidney Bow Furrow Virgo / Maiden

=} 5 i 43 8

7 Teshritu Scales of Exalted lady Cold (swamp-pig?)  Dog Libra / Scales KA

Heaven B = (EPFE?) 16

RIF
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Mon. Name 12 Stars of 12 Stars of 12 Stars of Elam Others 12 Constellations of the
Bt H Akkad Amurru B B HEHHE  Zodiac
% PR 2 e 2 ~1200 BCE ~1200 BCE HETE
~1800 BCE ~1200 BCE ~1200 BCE ~600 BCE
8 Mad dog King Scorpion Breast of Scorpio / Scorpion K&
Arahsamna X £ 1 Scorpion
5y
g Kislimu Goat - Panther-griffin Archer? Sagittarius (Centaur) /
(L= FIA&EZF S Archer 55
10 Tebitu Eagle Crab Great one Fish-goat Capricornus / Goat EE¥
S R— =S
1 Shabatu [Pig of] god Great swallow Crowd? Deer Aquarius / Water-Bearer
Damu e LNV IUN JEE N
i
12 Addaru -- Fox Fish Pisces / Fish
I S\ XL

Note: For Table 4A, the month names are from Van der Waerden 1949, Table 1 and Fig 1; the rest are from Rogers 1998, Table

2, and simplified.
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Table 4B: Chinese Names of the Year, Month, Chen, Ci, and 28 Constellations

12 A% 12 sui % % (Year of 12 chen @ 12ci R 28 Lodges 15§

~475 BCE Jupiter) 475-343 BCE ~200 BCE ~1046—475 BCE ~475BCE

1. Zou it Shetige FEFEIE Chou - Xingji 240 Dipper Bull 3}-4f

2.Ru 41 Shanyu EZf4 Zi ¥ Xuanxiao Z f= Lady Barren Rooftop Z.[E /&
3. Bing % Zhixu R Hai % Zouzi TS Chamber Wall ZEE#

4.Yu 5= Damangluo K53% Xu F, Jianglou [#E Straddle Harvester Z53§

5. Gao 7= Dunzang You 7 Daliang A 9% Stomach Mane Net & 5552
6. Qie H Xieqia {7378 Shen Ef Shishen & f; Beak Tri-stars 5%

7. Xiang 1H Tuntan J& % Wei = Chunshou & & Well Ghost 52

8.Zhuang JJt:  Zuoe {E35f Wu 4 Chunhuo &K Willow Star Spread L2 75k
9. Xuan 2% Yanmao R&¥ Si L Chunwei & Wing Axletree #52

10. Yang [H Dayuanxian A gk Chen [z Shouxing 55 £ Horn Gullet 57T

1. Gu £ Kundun K2 Mao G Dahuo XK Base House Heart 5=,
12.Tu J§ Chifenruo 7RE Yin & Ximu F7ARK Tail Winnower 2 &

Note: For Table 4B, the month names are taken from Li Ling 1985; the rest are from Liu Lexiang 2004, Table ganshi jinian H

ke N
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